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2 Tim, IV. 7,8. 


T have fought a good Fight, I have 

f aniſh d my Courſe, I have kept the 
Fahy | 

Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 


: Righteous Judg ſhall give me at that 

4 Day; and not to me only, but unto 

: all them alſo that love bis Appearing. 

a 0 HE Wiſeman aſſures us, It is better Eccl. 7.2. 


to go to the Houſe of Mourning, than 
to go to the Houſe of Feaſting ;, for 
af that (ſays he) is the End of all Men, 
and the giving will lay it to his Heart, And ſince 
<P 7 A 2 


God 


| & A Sermon preachid on the Death 
| | , God by his Providence hath now brought us 
to the Houſe of Mourning, in that he hath by 
| his Meſſenger Death remoy'd one of our Fellow- 
1 Chriſtians, nay more, one of our Teachers from 
. us; and ſince it falls to my Lot to be a Mouth 
| unto you af this time; I ſhall therefore, God 
| aſſiſting, endeavour to improve the preſent Mi- 
nutes, by conlidering the Words heforę us, [ 
bave fougbt a good Fight, e. . 
The Holy Apoſtle St. Paul being now come 
almoſt to the End of his Chriſtian and Miniſte- 
rial Race, he firf looks downward into his | 
Grave, and that with a great deal of Com- 
fort, for he ſees his Death a pleaſing Sacrifice I £ 
to God, fo that his Departure out of this 
** er. . World was ſweet to him; I am ready to be of- 
fer'd, and the Time of my Departure is at band. 
Next he looks backward, and reflects upon his 
7. well- ſpent Life e bade fought the 
> good Fight, I have ſiniſid my Courſe and then 
at laſt he looks upward, and there he ſees Hea- 
2, ven open and prepar'd for him, Henceforth is 
laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs. He 
was not afraid to look Death in the Face, nor 
did the Apprehenſion of its near Approaches 
ſhock his Faith, or terrify his Soul; for he had 
Heb. 13. the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, which gave 
18. him peace within: and being ſatisfy'd that his 
Col. 3. 3,4. Life was bid with God in Chriſt, therefore he 
could with an holy Boldneſs, and an unſhaken 
Courage, ſay, as in our Text, I have fought the 
good Fight, &c. | * 
In which Words we may obſerve theſe two 
General Parts: 3 5 | 
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| J. We have a Narrative of the Apoſtle's Life, 
er 4 ſummary Acgouut of the Manner ' 
tf: 1 As | | | | a | 10 


4 * 


2 Olympick Games, where was Combating, Wreſt- 
ling and Running; and according to the Laws 
of the Games, there were Judges appointed to 
declare the Victors, and to give them the Prize, 

a Crown of Garlands : but the Godly Soul, the 

3 Chriſtian Soldier, he ſhall have a Crown of 

© Xigbteouſneſs., Thoſe who run in a natural- 
Race, they run for a corruptible Crown ; but we 1 Cor, g« 
7 (ſays the Apoſtle) that run in the Chriſtian 255 
Race, we ſhall have an incorruptible Crown. But 

I ſhall proceed to ſpeak to each of theſe three 

2 Metaphors. | 


ö Fight, This is a Metaphor taken from a Sol- 
ier, a Combatant; I have fought. From whence 


vitual Soldier. That which more particularly 
relates to the Miniſtry, in a larget ſenſe, is 


R . e 
bis Bebqviour in this World , eſpecially 
from bis Con verſion to the Time of bis ap- 
— 
11. We bave an Account of that Holy Confidence 
and ſteddy Aſſurance the Apoſtle bad, of en- 
joying a Glorious Immortality with God in a- 
notber World, or of bis obtaining a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs with the reſt of God's Children, 
who love the Appearance of Chriſt Feſus. | 


I. We have a Narrative of the Apoſtle's Life, 
or a ſummary Account of bis Bebaviour in tbe 
World, &c. Now this Nartative the Apoſtle 
gives us under theſe three Heads. 

Firſt, As he had fought 4 good Fight. 

Secondly, As he had fini/*d bis Courſe. 

Thirdly, As he had kept the Faith. 

The Words run in Figures, taken from the 


1. Says the Apoſtle, I have fought a good 


we may learn, That every true Chriſtian, but 
eſpecially every faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, is a Spi- 


A 3 truly 


©. *X.. ERR Fa 
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truly apply'd unto, and made the Work of e- 
| very Chriſtian; and therefore it is that the 
Exhortation is given in general to the Epbe- 
Eph. 6. ſian Saints. Finally, my Brethren, be frong in 
10,1. the Lord, and inthe Power of bis Might. Put on 
| the whole Armour of God, that ye may be able to 
| | ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil. | 
Heb.2.10 The bleſſed Jeſus is call'd the Captain of our 
Salvation. Now a Captam ſuppoſes that there 
are Soldiers alſo; and therefore it's not only the 
Work of a good Miniſter, but alſo of every * 
Zim. 2.3 Chriſtian, as a good Soldier to endure Hardneſs, | 
| When we enter into Covenant with God in 
Holy Baptiſm, we then declare our ſelves to | 
| be liſted under the Banner of the great Lord 
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of Hoſts ; and then we profeſs to engage in a 
ſpiritual Warfare, and to be conſtantly fight- * 
ing againſt the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil. 
| 1 Tim. 6. Hence the Apoſtle calls this the good Fight of 
I 12. Faith, to ſhew us it is that Fight which exerx 
faithful Servant of Chriſt muſt engage in, if 

they have any Thoughts of laying hold of Eter- 

nal Life: Tho it muſt be acknowledg'd that 

this principally relates to the Miniſtry, for it 

is unto young Timothy that the Apoſtle thus 

Baxter's Writes, and it is as if he had ſaid. Go on 
Paraphraſe << by Faith to overcome all Temptations, Dif- 
% ficultys, Sins and Adverſarys, and to pro- 
| ce pagate and defend the Faith. Preſs towards 
| * the Mark, till thou lay hold on Eternal Life, 

i © which is the Prize. This is the Life that 
thou art call'd out to hope for, to ſeek, and 
to obtain, and the Work thou art to do, 

ce and haſt well begun, and before many Wit⸗ 

e neſſes openly and manfully ſtood to the 
3 4 

The? 


oe 


x; of Mr. John Bocket. N. 
The Attempts df Satan are made upon all 
that profeſs Chriſtianity, tho he gives 
biggeſt Blows at thoſe who he ſees and knows 
are moſt likely to ſpoil his Iatereſt, and to 
deſtroy his Kingdom ; and therefore in order 
to his wounding the Cauſe of Chriſt, he will 


firſt ſtrike at his Miniſters, who are ſet for a Phil. 1. 7, 


Defence of the Goſpel. But tho he particularly 7+ - 
aims at theſe publick Marks, yet his Malice 


extends to the meaneſt Servant in the Houſe 


of God; for which reaſon it's highly neceſſa- 

ry that every Saint ſhould become a Warrior, 

and earneſtly contend againſt him who goes 4- 1 Pet... 

bout daily like a rearing Lion, ſeeking whom he may | 

devour. And it's on this Account, I preſume, 

that the Chriſtian Church is ſaid to be terrible Cant. 6. 

as an Army with Banners. _ 10.1 
That our inbred Corruptions are very power- 

ful Enemys, I preſume none will deny; and 


Experience ſhews us how deceitful the World 
proves to us. We have both external and 


internal Adverſarys to deal withal, for the 
Chriſtian fights wita Legions of Devils as 
well as Luſts; and therefore ſays St. Paul, We Eph. 6. 12. 
wreſtle not with Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Prin- 
cipalitys, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the 
Darkneſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual Wicked 
neſs in High Places. Now it Chriſtians in ge- 
neral have ſo many Enemys, we may be aſſur'd 
that the Miniſters of Chriſt will have more, or 
at leaſt that theſe infernal Foes will ſpend the 
worſt of their Rage and Malice on thoſe, 
whoſe Care, Study and Endeavour it is to op- 
poſe them. Yet notwithſtanding all that the 
Apoſtle met with, he held out in his Work ; 
and, ſays he, 7 have fought the good Fight. He 
doth not only ſay it is a Fight, but a good Fight, 

A 4 and 


Pet. 2. 
25 


Luk. 1 of 1 wo 


1 Tim. 4. 
16. 
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'A Sermon preach'd on the Death 
and it is ſo on ſeveral Accounts. I ſhall men- 
don two or three, and ſo proceed. 

1. The Prince under whom we are liſted, | 
and the Cauſe for which we are engag'd, are 
both good; and therefore that Fight which is 
begun and carry'd on to maintain the Honour 
of a good Maſter and a good Cauſe, may very 
well be call'd a good Fight, The Prince we 
ſerve is the ever-bleſſed Feſus, and it is his Cauſe | 
which in the ſpiritual War we are contending 
for; i. e. to maintain the Honour of our great 
Lord, and then to attain unto true Happineſs : 
our ſelves: for ſuch is the wreaking Malice of 
the infernal Tribe, that they would rob our 
Lord of all his Glory, and ſtrip us of all -Hap- 
pineſs, and make us as miſerable as they are. 
Since therefore we make our Attacks againſt * 
Hell for ſo good a Prince, and are likely to re- 
ceive ſo much good to our ſelves as being made 
eternally happy, we may with a great deal of 
reaſon ſay, that it is a good Fight in which the 


true Chriſtian is exercis d. And here we muſt 


obſerve, that the Miniſters of our Lord have 
a peculiar Share: the End of all their Study, 
and Prayer, and Preaching, with all other 
Parts of their Work, is to promote the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and to bring poor Sinners home 
to him the great Shepherd and Biſhop of their 
Souls. They long to have the Prodigals brought 
home to their Fathers Houſe; and the Fruit 
which God is pleas'd to afford to their Mini- 
ſterial Labour, they eſteem as their Joy and 
Crown. It was ſaid of St. John, the Forerun- 
ner of our Lord, that he ſhould turn the Diſ- 
obedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt; and it is a 
mighty Charge laid on Timothy, That he ſhould 
take care to ſave himſelf, and thoſe that 2 1 
im. 


bf Mr. John Bocket, 
n- him. There is nothing gives a greater Satiſ- 
faction to a Godly Miniſtry, than to ſee the 
Work of Converſion proſper in the World; 
if this be wanting, then with Anguiſh of Soul 
they cry out with the Holy Prophet, Mho bath Iſa. 53. 1. 
beliey'd our Report, or to whom is the Arm of the 
Lord reveaPd ? or elſe with St, Paul, they fear 
leſt they ſhould beſtow Labour in vain, in 
preaching the Croſs of Chriſt Jeſus. If the 
Grace of God grows and flouriſhes in the 
Hearts of poor Sinners, then with holy Barna- 
bas they can rejoice, and with a Zeal and Power 
becoming the ſacred Function, they will preſs 
Perſons to cleave unto the Lord. St. Paul could 
even triumph in this when he wrote to the 
Corinthian Saints, That altho they ſhould baue 1 Cor. 4. 
Ten Thouſand Inſtr uctors in Chriſt, yet (ſays he) l;. 
ye haue not many Fathers; for in Chriſt Jeſus 1 
bave begotten you thro the Goſpel, This is the 
Work in which he labour'd with all Diligence, 
and which he thought to be ſo good, that he 
could willingly ſpend and be ſpent in it, But, 
2. The Chriſtians Fight may be eſteem'd a 
good Fight, becauſe they fight in good Compg- 
ny. All thoſe who profeſs to be Followers of 
the Lamb, help together in this ſpiritual War : 
Holy Ejaculations, Heart-Counſel, and ſincere 
Prayers to God, are very powerful Weapons, 
made uſe of by all the Saints to beat down and 
deſtroy the Works of Satan. But further, 
there is not only an Army of Saints engag'd a- 
gainſt Hell, but even the good Angels are con- 
cern'd in this Work, and lend all the Aſſiſ- 
tance they can to maintain and carry on the 
Holy War againſt the Enemys of God and poor 
Souls: So that they are not only ready to re- 
joice at the Converſion of Sinners, but they 
are 


'tS A Sermon preach'd on the Death 
are ready to aſſiſt in all other kind Offices they 
Heb.1.14- can. Hence ſays the Apoſtle, Are they not 
all miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for 
them who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation? By this 
we may ſee, that the more ſpecial Work and 
Buſineſs of good Angels is to take charge of 
the Bodys and Souls of the Saints whilſt alive: 
they have a ſpecial Charge of their Souls at 
Death to conduct them to Bleſſedneſs; and 
probably a Care and Charge of their Bodys af- 
ter Death, as ſome think may be collected 
from Fade 9. | 
Now if it be thus, that all good Perſons, 
and good Spirits alſo, are engag'd to maintain 
this Fight; then we have great reaſon to eſteem 
ita good Fight, And by this we may ſee what 
Care our Lord takes for us, and how. he pro- 
vides for our Security, ſince he gives his Angels 
PC. 91.11. Charge of us; and tho our Enemys are many, 
et we have many ſpiritual Friends, for the 
PC. 34. 7. Angel of the Lord incampeth round about them 
that fear them. And therefore the Pſalmiſt, 
PC. 35. 5, ſpeaking of his Enemys, begs that the Angel of 
5. the Lord may chaſe and perſecute them; i. e. that 
God wovld be pleas'd by the Miniſtry of An- 
gels to help him againſt his Faes. 
3. The End of this Fight will be the Sal- 
vation of our Souls, or an eternal Enjoy- 
ment of God in the next Life; and therefore 
it may be calbd a good Fight, Fight, ſays the 
Apoſtle, the good Fight of Faith, and lay bold 
of Eternal Life, Now if the Loſs of our Souls 
is the greateſt Evil that can befal us, and for 
which the gaining of the whole World would 
not be a ſufficient Recompence; then it's cer- 
tain, that the ſaving our Souls is the greateſt 


Good we can enjoy, and which will infi- 
| nitely 


e Mr. John Bocket. 


wy 


nitely make up unto each of us the Los x att 


worldly Intereſts whatſoever. So that 


lber 
who part with the neareſt Relations 5 


they ſhall be Gainers ſeven- fold. 


Salvation, the Apoſtle to the Hebrews tells Heb. 2. 


us, is a great thing; and it is. beyond all queſ-, 
tion, that the Goodneſs of it is an addition to 


its Greatneſs : and it is that which ſhould ob- 


lige us to put ſuch a value on it, as will lead 
us to fight manfully for the obtaining of it. 


Watch ye, ſays St. Paul, ſtand faſt in the Faith; 1 Cor. 16. 
quit you like Alen; be ſtrong. This is the way 13. 


which the great Captain of our Salvation is 


pleas'd to lead us; and if we are found Fol- Rev. 14.4- 


lowers of the Lamb whereſoever be goetb, then we 
ſhall have a Rigbt to the Tree of Life, and ſhall 
enter thro the Gate into the City. But thus much 
ſhall ſerve for the firſt Character of the Apo- 
ſtle's Life, I have fought a good Fight, _ 
Secondly, ſays St. Paul, I bave finiſh'd my 
Courſe. This is a Metaphor taken from a ſtre- 
nuous Runner : 1 bave finiſÞd my Courſe, i. e. 
I am come to the period of my Days, and to 
the end of my Race ; alluding to his Courſe of 
Life after his Converſion, which was wholly 
ſpent in travelling from place to place to preach 
the Goſpel : Tho it is certain, that we muſt 
not confine the Apoſtle's words only to this 
for by his expreſſing himſelf after this man- 
ner, hecomprehends all that a Chriſtian is to 
be concern'd about in this Life, the Exerciſe 
of all Graces, and the Performance of all 
Chriſtian Dutys, either in a perſonal or rela- 
tive ſenſe. It ſhews forth our exerting all 


that Strength we are capable of, and the in- 


tire 


and the 
largeſt Poſſeſſions of this Life, ſhall be ſo far 
from being Loſers, that our Lord has aſſur'd us 
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tire Subjection of our Minds to that of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, with a reſolnte oppoſing of every 
thing that may look like a hindrance to us. 
Thus they who run in a Natural Race exerciſe 
' themſelves ; and in order to the regular ac- 
quitting our ſelves in our Spiritual Race, it's 
neceſſary that we obſerve theſe four things. 
1. That we are to run our Race as Chriſtians, 
with Patience; fo the Spirit of God directs, 


Heb. 12.1. that we ſhould lay aſide every Weight, and the 


Sin that doth moſt eaſily beſet us, and run with 
Patience the Race that is ſet before us. The way 
in which the Chriſtian runs, ſometimes proves 
rough and difficult; and if we add to this the 
Length of the Race, we may ſay with the A- 
poſtle, We have need of Patience, But if Chri- 
ſtians in general have need of Patience, much 
more the Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould be in the 
Exerciſe of this Grace, for they in a peculiar 
manner meet with their Rubs and Storms; and 
beſide the difficulty of the Work they are en- 
gag'd in, the evil Treatment they meet withal 
ſhews that ?tis abſolutely neceſſary they ſhould 
be arm'd with Patience. 2 5 

It's a very full Account St. Paul gives of 
the State of the Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus, and 
that in which he was greatly concern'd : For / 


| ' 1Cor. 4.9, think, ſays he, that God bath ſet forth us the A- 


10, 11, 12, poſtles laſt, as it were appointed unto Death, For 
13. we are made a Spectacle to the World, and to An- 
gels, and to Men. We are Fools for Chriſt's ſale; 
we are weak, we are deſpis'd. Even unto this 
preſent hour we both hunger and thirſt, and are 
naked, and are buffeted, and bave no certain Dwel- 
ling-place 5 and labour, working with our own 
bands : Being revil'd, we bleſs : being per ſecuted, 
we ſuffer it : being defam'd, we intreat We wo 
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Exerciſe : And therefore to be meek and-lowly 


= 


of Mr. John Bocket. 
made as the Filth of the World, and the Off- 


ſcouring of all things, Who is it that can 


read this Account, without concluding, that 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who are thus 
expos'd, ſhould endeavour that Patience may 
have its perfect Work in them? For the evil 
Angels and wicked Men are always endea- 
vouring to ſtop their Courſe, and to hin- 
der them in their Race. But amongſt the 
many Burdens that Chriſtians in general meet 
with, and Miniſters in particular, none ſeem 
to be ſo heavy as thoſe they meet withal from 
falſe Brethren. | 

Our bleſſed Lord was greatly revil'd and 
abus'd by the Jews, who were his implacable 
Enemys : They ſay he is a Friend of Publicans 
and Sinners, a Glutton and Wine-bibber, that 
he had a Devil and was mad; but it was one 


| | of his Friends that ſold him, that betray'd him 


with a Kiſs, and ſo brought him to the Croſs : 


Then be [ball anſwer, Thoſe with which I was woun- 
ded in the Houſe of my Friends. Holy David had 


13 


2 Cor. 11, 
26. 


h Upon which ſays the Prophet, One ſhall ſay un- Zech. 13. 5. 
to him, What are theſe Wounds in thine hands ? 


a ſhare of Trouble this way; For it was not an Pſ. 55. 12, 
Enemy that reproach'd me, nor yet one that hated 13, 14. 


me (that is, who profeſs?d to hate me) but it 
was thou, a Man mine Equal, my Guide, and my 
Acquaintance. And amongſt the many Perils 
whereby the Patience of Holy Paul was try'd, 
this was one, That he had to do with falſe 
Brethren, as before mention'd. And indeed this 
is no ſmall Trial; for as it ſavours of the higheſt 
ngratitude, ſo it generally makes the deepeſt 
Impreſſions on thoſe who fall under ſuch an 


in 


Mit. 11. 29 
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in Heart, is the uy way ſo to run, as to ob- 
tain the Prize that is ſet before us. 
2. As we are to run with Patience, ſo we 
muſt run with Chearfulneſs and Delight. It was 
thus the Apoſtle acquitted himſelf, which made 
kim forget thoſe things which were lebind, and preſs 
Forward to the Mark of the Prize of the high Cal- 
ling in Chriſt Jeſuu. Tis too commonly objected 
againſt the Ways of Virtue, that they are me- 
lancholy Paths, and ſuch as ſerve only to fill 
our Minds with Diſcontent ; whereas it is cer- 
tain, that the true Chriſtian hath the only rea- 
ſon to be chearful and pleaſant, as having the 
trueſt ground of Joy in him: and it is there- 
fore very much unbecoming a Member of the 
Body of Chriſt Jeſus to go heavily about his 

Work, or not to be chearful in his Race. True 

Gal. s. 22. Joy is a Fruit of that Spirit by which the godly 
Perſon is guided, and therefore we are exhor- 

phil. 4. 4. ted to rejoice evermore, and again we are bid 
to rejoice. The Apoſtle Paul in his Race meets 

'2 Cor. 1 3. With 4 Thorn in the Fleſh, a Meſſenger of Satan 
7, 8, 9. to buffet him; and yet being under the Expe- 
rience of Divine Grace to help him, he de- 
clares that he will moſt gladly rejoice in bis In- 
firmitys, ſo the Power F Chriſt may be made 
 known.. With how much Zeal and Boldne ſs 
does he appear to have run even to the very 
laſt, that he could cry out with an unſhaken 
Courage, 1 am ready to be offer d; and, As the 
time of my Departure is at band, ſo I am pre- 
pard for it? Such a Chearfulneſs gives a 
Sweetneſs even to our bittereſt Potions; fo 
that Death it ſelf, the King of Terrors, is not 
affrighting to ſuch a Perſon, becauſe for ſuch 
t live is Chriſt, but to die is Gain and there- 
fore with a holy Boldneſs they can ſay "ow 
tne 
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the Apoſtle, O Deatb, where is thy Sting! 0 


Grave, where is thy Victory 71 
z. We muſt endeavour to finiſh our Courſe 
with great Reſervedneſs from this World, Our 
Time here is but ſhort, and therefore we ſhould 

vſe this World as not abuſing it, for the 1 Cor. 7. 
Faſhion of this World paſſetb away. If we wanld 29, 31. 
run our Chriſtian Race with Comfort and Suc- 

ceſs, we muſt endeavour to lay aſide every 
Weight, and certainly then we muſt not take 

the World on our ſhoulders; for as the Friend- 

ſhip of it is Enmity againſt God, ſo if we are 
loaded with it, we ſhall be greatly hinder'd in 

our Race: The Cares, of it are ſurfeitiog, the 
Pleaſures of it are bewitching, and the Riches 
thereof are deceitful; and our Lord ſays, that 

it is impoſſible for a Rich Man to enter into 

the Kingdom of Heaven. Perſons who are - 
engag'd to run in a natural Race, ſtrip 
themſelves of all ſuch clothing as they appre- 

hend will be any hindrance unto them; and 

ſo muſt we ina particular manner endeavour 


to keep our ſelves unſpotted from the World: 


for certainly nothing can be more unbecoming 
and ridiculous, than to ſee the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, like ſo many Atlas's, pretending 
to run to Heaven with the World on their 
ſhoulders : This was what prov'd very preju- _ 
dicial to Demas ; for ſays Paul, he bath forſaken 2 Tim. 4. 
me, having lov'd this preſent World, yu 

As the Chriſtians Portion is not in this Life, 
ſo neither ſhould they be very eager in the 
purſuit of the Affairs thereof. Our bleſſed + 


Lord has inſtructed us, to take no thought for the Mat. 6. 34- 
3 morrow, what we ſhould cat, or drink, or wear. 
Now tho this Exhortation ſhould not be made 
uſe of to exclude us from a juſt Care in our Sta- 
5353 tions; 
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tions; yet it plainly diſcovers to us, that the 
Intent of our Maſter is that we ſhould not co- 
vet after this World, but rather that we ſhould | 

act like the MWorthys of old, who declar'd by 
their reſerv'd Converſations, that here they had 

Heb.11.14 #9 continuing City, but that they ſought one to 

& 13. 14+ come. Thus Moſes deſpis'd the Pomp and Plea- 

ſures of this Life : and St. Paul aſſures vs, that 
he was crucify'd to the World, and the World to 
bim; and ſo be kept the Faith, and finiſÞd bis 
Courſe with Foy. 

4. If we would run our Race truly, then we 
muſt exerciſe Conftancy as well as Courage; 

Gal. 6.9; for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not, 

Lis not ſufficient that we make a good begin- 
ning, but we muſt hold out to the end if we 
think to be ſav'd; for it is the End that crowns | 

Rev. 2. 10. all: Be thou faithful unto Death, and I will give 

thee a Crown of Life, ſays our Lord to the 
Church in Smyrna; and he has promis'd to all 
Rev. 3.21. that overcome, that they ſhall it with him on 
his Throne, even as he overcame and is ſat down 
with bis Father on his Throne. But he alſo de- 

Luk. 9.52. clares, that if any Man ſhall put bis band to the | 

Plow, and took back, he is unworthy of the Kingdom. 

By this we may ſee the neceſſity of perſevering | 

in the ways of Piety, in order to our being Pti 
truly happy; for it is not the Profeſſion of 

Religion that will ſtand us in ſtead, unleſs the ni 
Fruits of Holineſs appear in the whole Courſe 
of our Converſation, We muſt be ſtedfaſt 

and unmovable, and ſo always abounding in 

the Work of God; for if any Man draw back, 
my Soul (ſaith the Lord) ſhall have no pleaſure ' 
in him and therefore ſays the Apoſtle, Ne 
are not of them who draw back unto Perdition ; but 
of them that believe, to the ſaving of their = 

An : 
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And thus we muſt ſtrive to keep Faith and a 
good Conſcience unto the end, and ſo happily 
finiſh the Courſe our Maſter hath ſet us. But 
| I paſs to the next Metaphor. 
| Thirdly, The Apoſtle tells us he had kept the 
Faith. This Metaphor is taken from Depoſita- 
, rys, Who faithfally keep things committed to 
, their Truſt without embezlement : This Depo- 
C FT /tum, the Chriſtian Faith, the Apoſtle had 
9 kept; and now he enjoys the Comfort of it. 
He had kept, 

1. TheGraceof Faith; and in this he grew 
S 3 ſtrong, and lively, and active, ſo that he could 
>» ſay, I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and 
the Life which I now live in the Fleſh, is by the 
Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himſelf for me. This Grace is the very Life of 
Za Chriſtian; and therefore if we will take 
pains to preſerve. our natural Life, how much 


ne more ought we to take pains to preſerve our 
all ſpiritual Life? And in order to this, we muſt. 
on keep the Grace of Faith alive in us; for it is 
A written, The Juſt ſhall live by Faith. 

e- 


Chriſtians are Stewards of the manifold Grace 
ef God; but the Grace of Faith in a particular 
manner is committed to their Truſt, which 
They muſt carefully keep and preſerve. For 

Ttis by the Exerciſe of this Grace that our ſpi- 

of Fitual Trade is carry'd on, and our Commu- 

the nion with God is ſupported : 'tis by Faith that 
Irie the bleſſed Jeſus comes to dwell in our Hearts; Eph. 3.17. 
fall Kind hereby we are enabled to ſoar alofr, and Col. 3. 20. 
Jo have our Converſations in Heaven, And ac- Rom. 12.3. 
Fording as God hath dealt to every Man the 
Meaſure of Faith, ſo are we oblig'd to keep 
The ſame; for without Faith it is impoſſible to Heb.11.6, 
leaſe God. *Tis in the Exerciſe of this Grees 
J | B | that 


18 
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that we are enabled to reſiſt our ſpiritual Ad- 
verſarys ; and therefore above any other Piece 
of the Chriſtian Armour, we are directed to 
take the Shield of Faith, whereby we quench all 
the fiery Darts of the Wicked one. This is the 
Chriſtian's Breaſt-plate, and that in which the 
pious Soul is nouriſl'd ; and therefore we ſhould 
follow after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, and Faith. 
But, 

2. The Apoſtle had not only kept the Grace 
of Faith, but he alſo kept the Doctrine of Faith; 
and he endeavour'd to tranſmit it down to 
Poſterity, in deſpite of the legal Jew and the 
profane Gentile: and ſo both as a Saint, and as 
an Apoſtle, he had kept the Faith, As to the 
Grace of it, we have heard it was that by 
which he liv'd; and he always ſet his Face as 


a Flint againſt thoſe who oppos'd the Truths 


of Chriſt Jeſus, ſo that he would not give place 


by way of Subjection to any of the falſe Apoſtles, 
no not for an bour. And therefore he could 


appeal for himſelf and the reſt of his Fellow- 
Workers, that they had not handled the Word 
of God deceitfully, but by Man ifeſtation of the 


Truth commended themſelves to every man's Con- 


ſcience in the ſight of God, 
This is the Faith for which every true Diſ- 


ciple of Chriſt muſt contend ; but the Miniſters ! 
of the Goſpel are particularly appointed to be 
. a Defence for it, for they are to be Teachers in | 
Faith and Verity and therefore it is neceſſary | 
that they be ſound in the Faith, holding faſt the | 
im. 4. Form in Faith and Love; ſo ſhall they become 


Examples .in Faith. Hence it is, that in Doc- 


trine they are to ſhew Uncorruptneſs, and to teach 
none other Doctrine than that which was once 
deliver'd to the Saints. Thus he who is a Mi- 

niſter | 


been taught, that be may be able by ſound Dod@rine. 


both to exhort and to convince the Gainſayers, 


This is the Faith which the Holy Apoſtle kept, 
and in which our deceas'd Brother was engag'd 
to labour and ſtgive, and in which he conti- 
nu'd to the end of his Days. And thus we 
have gone thro the Narrative of the Apo- 
ſtle's Life, and have ſeen how he fougbt the good 
Fight, and finiſhd bis Courſe, and kept the Faith. 
I ſhall now proceed to the next General Head, 


II. We have an Account of that holy Confidence 
and ſteddy Aſſurance the Apoſtle had of en- 
joying a glorious Immortality with God in 
another World ;, or of his obtaining a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs with the reſt of God's Chil- 
dren, who love the Appearance of Chriſt Jeſus. 


From whence we may obſerve theſe three 
Doctrines. 


1 Doct. That the Reward which God keeps for, 
and will give unto bis faithful Servants, is 
no leſs than a Crown of Rigbteouſneſs. 

2 Doct. That the compleat Happineſs of the 
Saints will not be till after the Reſurrection, or 
the Day of Judgment; which the Apoſtle 
calls that Day. 

3 Doct. That it is the Property of godly Souls, 
eſpecially of godly Miniſters, to love the Ap- 
pearing of Cbriſt Jeſus, 


But I ſhall ſpeak to theſe Dofrines in their 


Order. 
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niſter muſt hold faſt the faithful Word, as he bath Tit. 1. 9. 
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I Doct. That the Reward which God keeps for, 

and will give unto his faithful Servants, is 
no leſs than a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 


In ſpeaking to this Doctrine, 
Firſt, I ſhall ſhew that there is a Reward for 
the believing Soul. 
Secondly, 1 ſhall ſhew the Security of this Re- 
ward, as it is in the Mediator's bands. 
Thirdly, I hall ſhew that this Reward is a- 
free Gift. | 
Fourthly, I ſhall conſider the Thing it ſelf ;, and 
that both as a Crown, and as a Crown of Righ- 
tcouſneſs. , | 
Firſt, I am to ſhew, That there is a Reward 
for the believing Soul. This is very plainly ma- 
nifeſted, if we do but conſider what the Holy 
Scripture delivers to us. The Pſalmiſt ſays, 
pf. 58.11, Verily, there is a Reward for the Rigbteous + and 
when he had ſpoken of the Excellency of the 
Pſ. 19. 11. Divine Precepts, Moreover, ſays he, in the 
keeping them there is great Reward. In this World 
godly Perſons meet with many Afflictions; 
1 Cor. 15. fo that, as St, Paul ſays, If in this Life only they 
19. had hope, they would be of all Men moſt miſera- 
ble: but herein is their Comfort, that their 
Rev. 22.12 Redeemer has ſaid he will come quickly, and bis 
Reward is with him, to give to every Man accor- 
ding as his Work ſhall be. Hence it is we read 
Mar. 10. of a Prophet's Reward, and of the Righteous Man's 
41,422 Reward; and we are alſo aſſur'd, if we are 
found acting as we ſhould do, that we ſhall 
not loſe our Revard; for according as we de- 
mean our ſelves in this World, ſo ſhall we be 
treated at the laſt Day. The Apoſtle aſſures 
Gal.5 7,8. us, That if we ſow to the Fleſh, we ſhall of the 


Fleſh 


of Mr. John Bocket. 
Fleſh reap Corruption; but if we ſow to the Spirit, 
we ſhall of the Spirit reap Life ever laſting. Here- 
upon we find our Lord thus ſpeaking to a good | 
Steward, Well done, good and faithful Servant, Mat. 25. 
_ thou ball been faithful over a few things, I will 21. 
make thee Ruler over many things : Enter thou into 
the Foy of thy Lord. 
| Aitherto hr) the Promiſes which God has 
made in his Word for the encouraging of paor 
Souls to go on in the Practice of Virtue, aſſu- 
ring the faithful Labourer that he ſhall 'be a- 
bundantly recompens'd in the Evening of his 
Day ; for our heavenly Father will not forget 
the Work we do in his Houſe, nor the Labour 
of Love which is ſhewn in his Service. The 
notice that God takes of his People who ſerve 
him, is ſo fully ſet forth by the Prophet Ma- 
lachi, that it is worthy of our deliberate 
Thought : For when ſome were grown to ſuch 
a height of Impiety, that they could ſay it was 
in vain to ſerve God; then they that fear'd the Mu-3.16, 
Lord, ſpake often one to another, and the LORD *'* 
bearken'd and beard it; ; and a Book of Remem- 
brance was written before him, for them that frar'd 
the LORD, and thought upon bis Name. And 
they ſhall be mine, ſaith the LORD of Hofts, in 
the Day when I, make up my Jewels; and I will 
ſpare them as a Man ſpareth his Son that ſerveth 
him. This will be the Reward the Faithful 
will meet with at laſt. Bur, 

Secondly, | ſhall ſhew the Security of this Re- 
ward, as it is in the hands of the Mediator. The 
Apoſtle ſays that it is laid up, it is reſerv'd and 
kept ſafe as an Inheritance for a Child; there- 
fore St. Peter ſays, we are begotten to an Inhe- 1Pet. t. 
ritance that is incorruptible and unde ſild, and that 
fadeth not away, but is reſervud in Heaven 
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for you ;, 1. e. for you Believers, who by Faith 
have ſecur'd an Intereſt in the Mediator of the 
New Covenant. The ſerious conſideration of 
pi. 31. 19. this Matter made holy Duvid ſay, O hom great 


is thy Goodneſs which thou baſt laid up for them 


that fear thee ! And St. Paul was ſatisfy'd that 


he could not fail of obtaining the Prize he 

2 Tim. 2. fought for, becauſe he knew in whom be believ'd, 

12. and fo was aſſur'd that he was able to keep 

that good thing which be had committed to his 
Char 


| e. | 
Heb. 7, 22. The bleſſed Feſus is the Surety of the New 


Covenant, he is ſo both to his Father and to the 
Believer : He is a Surcty to his Father, to vindi- 
cate the Honour of his Majeſty, and the Holi- 
neſs of the Divine Law; and he is a Surcty for 
us, that is, that every one who is found walk- 
ing according to that Rule he has left in his 
ſacred Word, ſhall be certain of an immortal 
rown. This is the Reward he has propos'd, 
and which he keeps for them that love him: 
Col. 1. f. And hereupon the Apoſtle ſays, It's the Hope 
that is laid up for w. And, ſays the Author to 


nab. s. 19, the Hebrews, This Hope we bave as an Anchor to 
Os the Soul, ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which entereth in- 


to that within the Veil, whither the Forerunner is 


for ever after the Order of Melchiſedec, Here- 
Col. 3. 3.4. Upon it is that our Lives are ſaid to be hid 


call'd our Life in Holy Scripture; And it was 
under this Notion of receiving Chriſt that St. 
John was ſatisfy'd in the ſecurity of the Eternal 
Reward; for, ſays he, Tho it doth not yet ful- 
5 Ich. ga. 1y appear what we ſhall be, yet this we know, 
that when be who 15 our Life ſhall appear, we alſo 
ſhall appear with him in Glory. For it is ay 
n | al 


for us enter d, even Jeſus, made an High Prieſt 


with Chriſt in God; and he very frequently is 


ES ooo he iden hat Ta et 
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ſaid it, who is the faithful and true 
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That to bim who overcometbh will I rant to fr wid ners 21. 


me on my Throne, even as 1 alſo overcame and 
am ſat down with my Fat ber on bis Throne. And 
this leads me to the next Head. | 
Thirdly, I am to ſhew that this Rewa'd is a free 
Gift. That we ought to be obedient to God, 
and walk in the Paths which he bas direQed us 
to, hope none (who have any ſenſe of the 
Divine Goodneſs on their Minds) will deny; 
but that the moſt exact and uniform Obedience 
we are capable to diſcover will merit any 
thing from God, is a very groſs Miſtake, Tha 
we ſhould do all we can, 1s an undoubt 
Truth ; but when this is done, our Lord has 


taught i as to acknowledg that we are unprofita- Luke 1 7. 


ble Servants. The beſt of our Performances 10. 
can make no addition to the Divine Perfection 

nor will our moſt regular walking before God 
admit of the name of Merit to be join'd there- 
with; for whatſoever is our Duty we are ob- 
lig'd to do, and for our ſo doing we ſhall be re- 
warded : yet this Reward is not of deſert in us, 
but proceeds from a pure AQ of Grace in 


God. And hence it is that our Salvation, in 


all the Parts of It, is accounted as a free Gift, 
which the Lord, in his infinite Grace and a 
bounding Goodneſs, beſtows on them that fear 
him, and walk in his Ways. 

Holy Fob aſlures us, that if he were righ- 
teous, Au he would not plead it, but he would 
make Supplication to his Judg. From whence 
we may learn, that tho Job were a perfect and 
an upright Man, yet he would not admit his 
Integrity to be meritorious, nor yet would he 
depend on his own Righteouſneſs for Juſtifica- 
tion. By our good Works we are fitted for, 
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and, made capable to receive every good and 

perfect Gift from our heavenly Father; but this 
is not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we bave 
done, but according to bis Mercy be ſaves us, by 
the waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Chat. And thus it is that we are ſav'd 


8. by Grace, thro Faith, and that not of our ſelves, 


it is the Gift of Gad. 


Rev. 3. 21. 


Fourthly, I ſhall now conſider the Reward it 
ſelf, which is call'd a Crown of Righteouſneſs. 
The Happineſs of the Saints and People of 
God is variouſly ſet forth in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; but here it is call'd a n and there- 
by is intimated to us, | 

1. The Honour and Dignity which will 
be confer'd on Godly Perſons, Hence it is 
ſaid, That if we ſuffer with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo 
reign with him. And ſays our Lord, To bim 
that overcometh will I grant to fit with me on my 
Throne, even as IT alſo overcame, and am ſat down 
with my Father on bis Throne. And agreeable 
to this we are faid to be made Kings and 
Prieſts unto God, and that we ſhall reign 
with him. 

2. By a Crown is diſcover'd to us the Secu- 
rity of our Reward : for as Earthly Crowns are 
3 and laid up ſafely, and as Crown'd Heads 
are guarded and ſecur'd; ſo the Portion of 
Happineſs, provided for Godly Souls, is 
ſaid to be laid up and reſerv'd in Heaven for 
them, and there it is ſafe either from Corrup- 
tion or Robbers; for there neither Moth nor 


Ruſt can corrupt, mor yet can Thieves break thro 
"oe fteal. 


It is call'd a Crown, to ſhew the Plenty 


* Felicity that will attend the victorious 


Chriſtian. Crown d Heads rarely know a Scars 
| city, 


£2, +. ® Au. it dt. Ma ra 


no ways compare with that compleat Happi- 


follow Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, without Heb. 12.14 
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city, and their Lives are generally ſuppos'd | 


to be accompany'd with great Felicity. Burt, 
alas! the happieſt Monarchs on Earth can 


neſs the Saints will enjoy in another World, 
when with their Lord and Maſter they ſhall 
be exalted to the Right Hand of God, where 
there is a Fulneſs of Joy, and Rivers of Plea» PL. 15.11. 
ſure that endure for evermore. 
But again, the Chriſtians Reward is not on- 
ly call'd a Crown, but it is alſo call'd a Crown 
of Rigbteouſneſs; and that, 

1. Becauſe it is purchas'd by the Merits and 
Righteouſneſs of the ever-bleſſed Jeſus ; He bas Ifa. 63. 3. 
trodden the Wine-Preſs of Divine Wrath alone, 
and ſo by bis own Arm be bas brought Salvation 
And therefore the Apoſtle Paul deſires to be 
found in him, not having on his own Righte- Phil.3.8,9. 
ouſneſs, which is of the Law, but that he 
may be cloth'd with the Righteouſneſs of God, 
which is by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, He is the 
Lord our Righteouſneſs, and the Saviour of our 
Souls; in whom alone we have Merit to ſave 
us, and Strength to plead for Salvation, thro 
his Worthineſs and Righteouſneſs imputed 
to us. é 
2. Righteous Perſons only will be made Par- 
takers of this Reward. Heaven is a Place of 
ſo much Purity, that no unclean thing can | 
enter there; and therefore we are exhorted to 


which no Man ſhall ſee the LORD. Thus we 
may ſee that Holineſs is made the way to Hap- 
Pineſs, and by this we muſt be made meet to be Col. 1. 12- 
Partakers of the Inheritance with the Saints in 


Light, 


Such 


26 


Mat. 5. 8. 
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Such who ſpend their Time in Folly and 
Wickedneſs, can never expect to be Partakers 
of the Divine Favours at the lait; for our 
Lord has inform'd us, that the pure in Heart 
only ſhall ſee God, with a Bleſling attending 
them: And then ſays the Pſalmiſt, To bim 
who ordereth bis Converſation aright will I ſhew 


- the Salvation of God. And hence it is that the 


Prov. 14. 
32. 


Numb. 23. 


10. 


Wiſeman tells us, That the Rigbteous bas Hope 


in bis Death ; that is, he has a ſettled and a 


well-grounded Hope of future Happineſs : and 
therefore we find Balaam thus expreſs himſelf, 
Let me die the Death of the Righteous, and let my 
latter End be like bis. | 

3. The Chriſtians Reward may be compar'd 
to a Crown of Righteouſneſs, becauſe a righteous 
Lord will beſtow it upon them. The righteous 


Lord loveth Righteouſneſs, and he will be- 


ſtow his Favours upon thoſe who act in con- 
formity to his Will. He is perfectly Righ- 
teous, in rewarding the Godly, and in puniſh- 
ing the Wicked; and therefore ſays the Apo- 
ſtle in our Text, Henceforth is laid up for me 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
Righteous Judg ſhall give unto me, &c. | 
But I ſhall now proceed unto the ſecond Doc- 


trine. 


Dot. 2. Tbat the compleat Happineſs of the 
Saints will not be till after the Reſurrection, 
or the Day of Fudgment, which the Apoſtle 
calls that Day. | 


In ſpeaking to this Propoſition, I ſhall only 


endeavour the proof of it in the following 
Particulars. 20, | 


i. Tho 


of Mr. John Bocket.. * 7 
1. Tho Charity is the greateſt Grace, and 
the Exerciſe thereof ſhall meet with the grea- 

teſt Reward; yet the conſideration of being 

recompens'd at the laſt Day, is the principal 

Motive to engage us to ſo lovely a Practice: . 

therefore ſays our Lord, When thou makeſt a Luke 14. 

Feaſt, call the Poor, tbe Maim'd, the Lame, the 13, 14- 

Blind, and thou ſhalt be bleſ#d; for they cannot 

recompenſe thee, for thou ſhalt be recompens d at 

the Reſurrection of the Juſt. 

2. Thoſe who ſuffer for the Name of Chriſt, 

are aſſur'd that they ſhall reign with him; bur 

then they muſt wait for his Coming, for then 

he will take them to himſelf, and perfectly 

crow their Labour and Patience. It's true, 

the bleſſed Jeſus has promis'd to be with his 

People always, and in fix Troubles and ſeven 

he will never forſake them: And it muſt be ac- 

know ledg'd that this is a very great Happineſs, 

but it will be much greater when be ſhall come 

tobe glorify d in his Saints; and therefore, ſays - | 
the Apoſtle, You that are troubled, reſt with us, 2 Theſſ. 1. 
when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be reveaPd from Hea: 7-— 10. 
ven with bis mighty Angels, For then he ſhall 

come to own thoſe who have not deny'd his 
- Name, but have willingly deny'd themſelves, and 

have taken up the Croſs daily to follow him Theſe 

ſhall go away into Life Everlaſting, And there- 


. fore the Sufferings of this Life are not worthy 
k to be compar'd to the Glory that ſhall be re- 
D veal'd hereafter. 


3. Thoſe who feed the Flock of Chriſt have 
a great Reward promis'd them, but this will 

y not be receiv'd till the laſt Day. The Mini- 
2 ſters of Chriſt, in the diſcharge of their Du- 
| ty, muſt expect to meet with many Difficul- 
10 tys and Troubles: ſome from wicked Men 


and 


28. © A Sermon'preach'd on the Death 

and Devils, but the greateſt Troubles of all 
are thoſe which they meet with from falſe 
Friends; for when ſuch who ſhould help and 
comfort them come (thro the Breach of their 
Covenant with God) to be as Thorns, nay as 
Goads to the Miniſters of Chriſt, they general- 
ly make the deepeſt' Wounds, and prove the 
moſt implacable Enemys. 

And it is Matter of Lamentation, that we 
find ſo much of this Diabolical and Antichriſtian 
Spirit in the World, by which the Goſpel-Mi- 
niſtry is traduc'd and weakned, and that thro 
the Pride and Hypocriſy of ſuch who are falſe to 
God, their Profeſſion, their Fellow-Chriſtians, 
but particularly to their Miniſters, 

It's true this is no new thing, tho the Anti- 
quity can by no means juſtify ſo ſordid and Sa- 
tannick a Practice. We find Cain flew Abel 

his Brother, and Joſeph was fold by his Bre- 
thren; Judas betray'd his Lord: and among the 
many Hardſhips which St. Paul went thro, his 
Pevils among falſe Brethren (as hath been before 
obſerv'd) were particularly remark'd by him. 
And tho St. Peter was ſufficiently aware that 
his Succeſſors in the Miniſtry would. meet with 
x Pet. 5. 2. ill Treatment, yet he exhorts them to feed 
the Flock of God which is among them; - aſſuring 
4. them, when the chief Shepberd ſhall appear, that 
then they ſhall receive a Crown of Glory that 
fadeth not away. bw ck 

4. It is when Chriſt ſhall come again that 
every Man ſhall be rewarded according to his 
Works : Then will be the general Retribution, 

Cal. 6. 7, and then what a Man has ſown, the ſame (hall 
he reap ; if we ſow to the Fleſh, we ſhall of the 

9. Fleſh reap Corruption; but if we have ſown to the 
Spirit, we ſhall of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting. 

n 


b 


And therefore, ſays our Lord, Bebold, I come Rev.22.12 


© of "My. John" Bocker: © 


quickly, and my Reward is with me, to give unto 
every Man according as bis Works ſhall be. From 
what has been ſaid, it is evident, that the 
Happineſs of the Saints will not be compleat 


joy the glorious Liberty of the Children of 
God. 
But I ſhall now proceed to the laſt Propoſition. 


Doct. 3. That it's the Property of Godly Per- 
ſons, eſpecially of the Miniſters of Chriſt, to 


until the Reſurrection, and then they will en- 


29 : 


look for and love bis ſecond Coming, The 


Apoſtle calls it, A Loving of bis Ap- 
pearing. 


In the ſpeaking to this Doctrine, I ſhall en- 
deavour, 

Firſt, To ſhew what is imply'd in loving the 
Appearance of Chriſt: 

Secondly, 1 ſhall conſider the Reaſon for our 
ſo doing. IFN 

Thirdly, I ſhall make the Uſe of the Whole. 


Firſt, I am to ſhew what is imply'd in our 


loving the Appearance of Chriſt Jeſus: and here 


we may obſerve, | | 
1. That our loving the ſecond Coming of 


Chriſt implys, that we do helieve he will come .4- 1 pet. I. 8. 


gain; for no Man will love and be in the con- 
tinual expectation of that which he doth not be- 


lieve will ever come to paſs. The Mind of 
Man will never be impos'd on after. ſuch a 
manner; and therefore whoever loves the Day 
of Chriſt's Approach, muſt be ſuppos'd to believe 
the thing: and this Belief is on good grounds, 
for we have his Word for it, who is the faithful 

, and 


: 
' 
N 
: 
! 
. 
{ 


— — — — —— 


ne. 3. 14. 
Juohn 14.1. 


1 Serneus 

and true Witneſs He ſaid to his Diſciples, 15 
believe in God, believe alſo in me. If I go, I 
will come again, and receive you to my ſelf, that 
where I am, there ye may be alſo. Now we do 
not want any better Foundation for our Faith 


than his Word, and nothing can be more ra- 


tional than for us to believe he will do as he 


ſays. | 
But if our Lord had not been ſo plain in ſay- 


ing he would come again, yet we might very 


Heb, 2. 10. 


1 pet. 1.19. 


John 1.14. 
Gal. 3.13. 


juſtly conclude on his ſecond Coming, even 
from his firſt Entrance into the World. For 
when we conſider that the Son of God did come 
into the World, and that his purpoſe was to 
bring many Sons to Glory, on this Deſign it's 
moſt reaſonable to believe he will come again, 
and that he will not let ſuch a Work fall to the 
Ground, which he ingag'd in at the dear rate 
of his own Blood. | 

Can we imagine that he would leave his Fa- 
ther's Boſom, and be veil'd in Human Fleſh ; 
that he ſhould live a miſerable Life, and die 
an accurs'd Death on the Croſs, for the ob- 
taining ſuch a State of Glory for all true Be. 


lievers, which yet cannot be obtain'd by 


them without his Coming again: And yet, [ 
ſay, can we think he will not come as he hath 


20 · promis'd, but leave the Work incompleat ? It 
3. is certain, as he has paid the Price, ſo he will 
take the Purchaſe ; he has bought, and he will 
-14- inherit; he was in a State of Humiliation, and 


he will come in Glory. All theſe things pnt 
together add Strength to his Word, and make 
us to depend on his Promiſe, who, when he 
ſhall be reveal'd from Heaven, ſhall come to 


be glorify'd in his Saints, and to be admir'd in 


all thoſe that believe in that Day. 


8. he 


"FD. You Bocke 
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2. The loving 


this Day implies our hoping 
that it will come, and this Hope is grounded 
on our Faith; for as all other Hope hath its 
foundation in a rational Probability, ſo the 
Chriſtian Hope, of which this is an eſſential 
part, hath its fonndation in Faith. We believe, 
and therefore we hope ; becauſe we believe his 
Word to be true, therefore we hope for the 
Accompliſhment thereof: and hence our be- 
lieving in or looking for the fulfilling of the 
Divine Promiſe, is call'd the bleſſed Hope Tir. 2. 13. 
Which we have of the coming of the great 
God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 5 | 
3. It implies a waiting for that Day, and a 
ſteddy looking for it: Hence ſays the Apoſtle, 
Our Converſation is in Heaven, from whence we Col. 3. 20. 
look for Jeſus the Lord, who ſhall change our vile 
Bodys, and faſhion them like to his own moſt glo- 


rious Body. And St. Peter takes notice of this, 2 et. 3. 12. 


as tis the peculiar Work of every true Chri- 
ſtian to be looking for and haſting unto the 
coming of the Day of God. Tis obſerv'd 
here, that the word which we read looking ſig- 
nifies a looking with a ſtretch'd out neck, like the 
Mother of Siſera, who look'd out at a Window, Judg. 5. 28 
and cry'd thro the Latteſs, Why is bis Chariot ſo 
long in coming Why tarry the Wheels of bis Cha- 
riots ? Or it's ſuch a looking as the Lover ex- 
erciſes in waiting for his Friend: And unto 
thoſe who thus look for the Bleſſed Jeſus, he 


will appear the ſecond time without Sin unto Salvg- Heb. 9.28. 


tion. | 
The Apoſtle Paul makes ſuch a Waiting as 
this to be a particular part of the Glory of 
the Church at Corinth; for ſays he, Te come be- 1 Cor. 1. 7. 
bind in no Gift, waiting for the Coming of our 
LORD Jeſus Chriſt, And hereupon it is that 
the 


- 
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| 


Iſa. 25. 9, 


Th 4121. OF, il. Dent! 


the Church of old cries out, This is our God, 


we have waited: for him, and he will ſave us. 


This is the LORD, we bave waited for bim, we 


will be glad and rejoice in bis Salvation. And 
whoever truly loves the Day of Chriſt, will 
endeavour to be in ſach a waiting poſture as 
is here ſet forth, that ſo they may be ready 
for his Approaches, | 


4. Our loving the Day of Chriſt implies a 


great Deſire for the coming of it, and alſo 


Rev. 22, 
17, 20» 


Cant. 1. Jo 


great Delight in the expectation thereof. This 
is very fully ſet forth by St. Jobn, when he 
ſays, Tbe Spirit and the Bride ſay Come even 
fo come Lord Jeſus, It is the Bride that ſays 
Come; ſhe deſires that he whom her Soul loves 
may appear, that the Marriage may be ſolem- 
niz d in the view of the World, that ſhe may 
be clothed with perfect Beauty, and taken 
from all her Troubles and Sorrows. 

And as there is a Deſire, ſo there is Delight 


attends on waiting for this Day; for then will 


Chriſt come -without Sin unto Salvation. Now 
he will come diſcharg'd from Guilt, and as a 


- glorious Bridegroom he will take his Bride to 


| by what hath been ſaid, that they love and 
| long 


him ; and the gracious Soul reliſhes and taſtes 
a Sweetneſs in this Doctrine, and is therefore 
pleas'd with it, and loves to think on that Day 
when Chriſt ſhall appear again. But thus much 
for the firſt Head. 

Secondly, I am now to conſider why godly Per- 


ſons, eſpecially the Miniſters of Chriſt, do love and 


deſire his Appearing : and I ſhall ſpeak to this, 


firſt as it relates to the Saints in general, then 


as to the Miniſters in particular. | 
As to the Saints in general, we may find 


— 
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long for, and deſire their LORD to come 
again: And this they do, | 
t. Becauſe then they will be intirely freed 
from all that is evil, or from every thing which 
hath been a Burden or a Clog to them in their 
Chriſtian Race and Warfare. All their Cares, Rev. 7. 17: 
and Fears, and Troubles will then be at an & 21. 4. 
end, and they ſhall know A fflictions no more: — WEIS 
Sorrow and Sighing ſhall flee away, and the Cor“ - 
Fear of Death ſhall not put us in bondage any 53, 54. 
more: Neither Sin nor Satan will then be able 
to hurt us; for when once our Lord comes, then 
Mortality will put on Immortality; and as that 
which is in part will be done away, ſo that 
which is perfect will come in the room and ſtead 
thereof. And certainly the Thoughts of ſo 
much Happineſs (as a Deliverance from all 
Evil muſt adminiſter) is. ſufficient to engage 
every humble Soul to love and long for the 
time when all this ſhall be accompliſh'd. 
2. As at the coming of Chriſt we ſhall be 
freed from all that is evil, ſo we ſhall be in the 
full poſſeſſion of all that is good, ſatisfying, and 
pleaſant : for when be who is our Life ſhall appear, Col. 3. 4. 
we alſo ſhall appear with him in Glory; and then 
we ſhall ever be with the LORD, Now if it 
be natural for the weary Perſon to love' and 
long for Reſt, it cannot be thought but the 
true Believer will much more long for the 
Day of Chriſt, wherein he will reſt from his 
Labour, and continually enjoy an uninterrupted 
Communion with God the Father, the Bleſſed 
Jeſus, the Holy Spirit, and glorious Angels, 
and Saints now made perfect: in ſhort, we geb. 12.23 
ſhall then enjoy that full State of Happineſs, 3 
which Eye bath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neitber Cor. 2. 9. 
can it enter into the Heart of Man (as ſuch) to : 
| 2 conceive, 


we,” 


$0, A, De 


conte ive what 6d bath reſtre” d for them that love 
him. Hence tis, that the Saints in general love 

the Appearing of Chriſt. 
But the Miniſters of Chriſt do more parti- 

_  cularly love this Day; 

1. Becauſe when Chriſt comes, then will 
they joyfully give account to the great Shepherd 
of the Truſt that has been committed unto 
them. We ate all Stewards of the manifold 
| Grace of God, but the Miniſters of God are 
xCor. 4. 1. principally ſo; and therefore ſays St. Paul, Let 
a Man fo account of m as Miniſters of Chrift, 
and Stewards of the Myſterys of God, And as 
Luk. 16.2. they are Stewards, ſo they muſt give account 
of their Stewardfhips: and therefore ſays the 
Apoſtte, Obey them that bave the Rule over you, 
Heb.13.17 and ſubmit your felves ; for they watch for your 
Souls, as they that muſt give account; that they 
may do it with Foy, and not with Grief, for that is 
unproſitable for you. And it is on this account 
that St. Paul tells the Corinthians, they are his 
Joy and Crown if they ſtand faſt. Now it will 
be with unſpeakable Satisfaction, that a faith- 
ful Labourer will thus ſettle his Affairs with 


bis great Maſter, when he ſhall ſay, © Lord 


<< theſe are the Souls which thou didſt commit 

© to my Care, over whom I have .watch'd, 

Luke 12. “ and whom | have fed with Portions of thy 

42. * Word in due ſeaſon. 

2. Then will the Miniſters of Chriſt receive 

| the full Recompence of all their Labour and 
Han. 12. 3. Pains; then will they Who have brought many 
toRighteovuſnels ſhine as Stars for ever and ever; 

then will they be receiv'd by their great Maſter, 
Mat.2«s. wick a Well done good and JE Servant, thou 
- haſt buen faithful over a few things, I will make 


thee Ruler over many Enter thou into the Foy of thy 
£i ur d. 
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Loyd. Now the more glorious that State is like 
to be, unto which the Miniſters of Chriſt at his 
Coming will be advanc'd, the more we may 


think they will long for that Day, and love 


to contemplate thereon. 

Thus have 1 ſpoken to the two general Parts 
of our Text; namely, in giving you ſome ac- 
count of that Narrative which the Apoſtle 
gives of his Life; and then in ſhewing the Ex- 
pectation he was in of a glorious State after his 
Warfare was finiſt?d, I ſhall now come in the 
Re to make the Application of the Whole, 
An 

1. If i it be as we have heard, that we muſt 
fight, and run, and keep the Faith, in order to our 
being capable to ſtand before the Son of Man 
at the laſt Day ; then hence we may learn what 
great care there ought to be taken by all that 
profeſs the Name * Chriſt Jeſus. Tis no 
ſuch eaſy matter as ſome fondly dream, to be 
a Chriſtian indeed; it requires Care, and Dili- 
gence, and Faithfulneſs : and hereupon tis that 


USE, 


the Chriſtian Life is repreſented by the Labour Mar: 21» 


of the Vineyard, the Care and Induſtry of the 28 
Husbandman, the Courage of a Warrior, the 


Luk.9. 62. 


Application of the Runner, and the Faithful- 1Eor. 4.2. 


neſs of a Steward: and all this put together, 
will ſnew us that we mult be careful and dili- 
gent to make our Calling and Election ſure. 


2. This Doctrine will adminiſter Comfort to 


us in the diſcharge of our Duty: for tho we 
are engag'd i in a War, yet we are not alone; 
tho our Enemys are many, our Friends are 


more and ſtronger : for ſays St. John, Greater is Joh. 4.4. 


be that is in us than be that is without us. We 
have good Angels and good Men in alliance 
with us; but what is moſt happy, is the having 
= C3 | 4 
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a good God in Covenant with us, and the Pro- 

Mat. 28.20 miſe of our Lord to depend on? Lo, 1 am with 
you alway, even to the end of the World. 

Again, when we conſider what our Lord . 

hath laid up for them that fear him, it ſhould | © 

be a great ſatisfaction to us. This is the uſe 1 

St. Paul directs us to make of the Promiſe of 

God, reſpecting our future Happineſs: For tbe y 

x Thefl.4. LORD bimſeif ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a 5 

16, 17. fhout, with the Voice of the Arch- Angel, and with 8 

the Trump of God; and the Dead in Chriſt ſhall h 

| riſe firſt, Then we which are alive and remain, 

ſhall be caught up togetber with them in the Clouds, | ** 

to meet the LORD in the Air; and ſo ſhall we 


ever. be with the LORD. Wherefore (ſays he) f. 
comfort one another with theſe words. | : 

3. This Doctrine ſhews us how neceſſary it of 
is, that we ſhould perſevere in the Ways of of 
the Lord, if we expect to receive the promis'd 10 


Crown. A good Beginning is very beautiful, 
but a good Ending is the entrance into Happi- Þ=/® 
neſs. If we perſevere in Holineſs, then ſhall 


1Cor. 9. 24 we ſo run as to obtain the Prize that is ſet be- the 
fore us. an 

4. This ſhews us the Grace and Goodneſs of 1 

God, in the making ſuch large proviſion for 8 

_ Eph, 2.8. our future Good, We are ſav'd by Grace; 0 
and it is Grace beyond all thought, that the el 

Lord . ſhould take ſo much notice of us: We in 


Pſa!. 8. 4. may ſay, Lord, what is Man that thou art mind- 
Heb. 2. 6. ful of bim; or the Son of Man, that thou ſhouldſt | 
viſit bim! OR | 

5. lf there is a Crown of Righteouſneſs laid up IE © 

for all them that love the Appearing of Chriſt, 


then hence we learn how diligent we ſhould be, ex 
in order to our getting and ſecuring an In- 2 


tereſt in this Lord, Certainly it is for want n 
| of The. 
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of due Thoughts this way, that fo many are 
careleſs of their own Sonls: moſt ſeek their 
own, but few the things of Chriſt. - O that I phil. 2.21. 
could prevail with you at this time to mind 
your precious Souls, to ſecure a happy State 
by a timely Intereſt in the bleſſed Son of God! 

Strive therefore that you may be cloth'd with 
his all- perfect Righteouſneſs, that you may be 
waſh'd by his Blood, and then fhall yon be eph. 4-30. 
ſeal'd by his Spirit to the Day of Redemption. 

6. This Doctrine ſhould looſen our Thoughts 
from all worldly things; for who world nor 
be willing to part with the fading Enjoyments 
of this Life, to obtain a never-fading Crown 
of Righteouſneſs? If our Thoughts were more 
engag'd in Heaven, this World would not be 
ſo prejudicial to us as naw it is: Jf ye be ri. Col. 1. 
ſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are above, 
where Chriſt ſitteth at the Right Hand of the Fa- 
ther. Set your Affections on things above, aud not 
an things below. The more we exerciſe our 
Thoughts on Divine things, the more we ſhal] 
long after and be in love with them; for as 
Converſation with Perſons and Things engages 
our Affections to them, fo the more we endea- | 
vour after a heavenly Converſation, the leſs Phil. 3-20 
we ſhall miad earthly things. 

7. This ſhould teach vs ro exerciſe Patience, 
and an humble Submiſſion to the Will of our 
great LORD; ſince he is pleas'd to reſerve 
lo much Glory for his own Servants, when 
heir Day of Work and Labour is at an end. 
Let us not murmur nor repine at the Hand of 
zod, fince all things ſhall work for good to Rom.8, 28. 
hem that fear him; and, as St Paul ſays, 
The ſe light Afflictions, which are but for a moment, 2 Cor. 4. 
work for us a far more exceeding and eternal 16, 17,19. 
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Meigbt of Glory : And therefore ſays he, We 


faint not (under all the Tribulations we meet 
with) for we look not at the things which are ſeen, 
but at the things which are not ſeen ;, for the things 
mbich are ſeen are temporal, but the things which 
are not ſeen (but by Faith) are eternal, There- 
fore ſince our Reward at laſt will be great 
and glorious, let us endeavour to rejoice in 
and be patient under all the Tribulations that 
we may meet with in this Life, 

8. Hence we may learn, that the godly Per- 
ſons need not be afraid to die; for tho Death 
be terrible to the Wicked, yet he is not ſo to the 
Righteous, The Wicked (by Death) are driven 
away in their Wickedneſs, but the Righteous 
hath Hope in his Death. St. Paul could ſay, for 
him to live was Chriſt, but to die was Gain; 


Phil. 1. 21. and therefore ſays he, I bave a deſire to depart, 


and be with Chriſt, which is far better. And a- 


2 Cor. 53. 4. gain, We that are in this Tabernacle do groan, 


s Cor. 18, Quering Warrior, ſay, O Death, where is th 
55,55, 57. Sting! O Grave, where is thy ViGory ! The Stin 


being burden'd ;, not for that we would be uncloth'd, 
but cloth'd upon, that Mortality might be ſwallow'd 
up of Life. By this means Death is ſweeten'd 
to the true Believer, who in view of an immor- 
tal Crown can in holy Triumph, like the con- 


of Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin 1s the Lan 
But thanks be to God, who giveth us the Vidory 
thro our Lord Feſus Gbriſt. 

9. This Doctrine ſhould comfort our Mind 
under the Loſs of our neareſt and dearel 
Friends and Relations; for when Death take 
them, we may ſuffer a Loſs, but our Loſs! 
their Gain :. and therefore we ſhould prepa 
to follow them, rather than mourn that the 
are taken from us. 1 

| 0 


ver'd was ſound and pleaſant, and his Labour 


a Carriage unbecoming a Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
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1 How happy will it be for all of us if we do 


but endeavour to make our Calling and Elec- 1 Pet. 1. 10. 
tion ſure, as our Beloved Brother did, whoſe 
Remains you have juſt now laid in the Duſt. 
He devoted himſelf to God in his early Days, 
and he found the Advantage of following his 
Lord betimes. He grew in Grace and in Gifts Ch. 3. 18, 
alſo, and in the Knowledg of his bleſſed Maſ- 
ter. His Mind was humble, his Life was holy 
and unblameable, his Doctrine which he deli- 


in his Maſter's Work was diligent and con- 
ſtant; and tho he met with many Croſſes and 
Clouds in his way to Heaven, yet he purſu'd 
his Deſign, he finiſh'd his Courſe with Joy, 
and was gather'd to his Fathers in Peace, fill'd 
with the bleſſed Hopes of a glorious Reſurrec- 
tion, I ſhall conclude the whole with a word, 
(1,) Unto you who are the ſurviving Rela- 
tives of our deceas'd Friend. Let me exhort 
you to take care, that your juſt Grief for 
your Relation, now laid in the Duſt, exceed 
not the Bounds of Chriſtian Moderation: for 
as not to mourn at all would ſeem unnatural, 
ſo to be exceſſive in your Tears will diſcover 


Do you his neareſt Relation and Voak Fel- 
low, endeavour to ſtop your Grief, by conſi- 
dering the Happineſs that your Boſom Friend 
is remov'd to; he is but juſt ſtept before, ir 
is your Buſineſs to prepare to follow. Yeu 
know not how ſoon your Maſter may call you 
to himſelf, and therefore take the Advice of 

your Lord, Be ye alſo ready, Truſt in the Mu, 24. 

Lord in this your Day of Viſitation, . for he 44- 

has promis'd to be a Husband to the Widow, 1 Tim. 3 5- 
Endeavour therefore to be a Widow indeed, 
e C4 and 


1 Cor. 9. 7, 
8, 9, 10, 


11512, 1, trod out the Corn, but there are too many 


14. 
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and ſo may you expect the Divine Favour in 
this Life, and in that which is to come mare a- 
bundantly. 

(2.) I ſhall now addreſs my ſelf to this 

Church, wherein our Brother ſtood not only as 
a Member, but a Miniſter of Chriſt, Let 
this Stroke of Death awaken you to conſider 
what the Lord is doing. It is not long ſince 
you loſt two other Lights, and now behold a 
Third is fallen. The Voice of this Charmer 
you will hear no more. His Doctrine, which 
dropt like Dew, you will no more be made 
Partakers of ; and therefore endeavour to make 
a Tight vſe of the Stroke, by improving it 
to your own due Preparation for your great 
Change, that you may be ready to give an Ac- 
count of your Stewardſhip whenever your 
Lord ſhall call, 
Learn to prize thoſe who are yet amongſt 
you, and are engag'd in the Miniſtry. You 
ought to encourage them, by doing your Duty, 
by endeavouring to ſupport them in their 
Work. And ſince God hath ordain'd, that 
they who preach the Goſpel ſhould live of 
the Goſpel; it's your Work and Duty to 
communicate of your worldly Goods to them 
who miniſter ſpiritual things unto you. 

Under the Law God directed, that they 
ſhould not muzzle the Mouth of the Ox that 


who ſtrive to muzzle the Mouths of their Mi- 
niſters; tho the Apoſtle ſhews us, that it is 
altogether unreaſonable .that any Man ſhould 
goa Warfare at his own Charge, or that he 
who is engag'd in the Miniſtry ſhould be en- 
tangled with the Affairs of this Life: Parti- 
cularly you ſhould pray from them, that In 
wou 
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would pour down his Spirit on them, that his 
Work may proſper in their Hands. * 
And then I cruſt that you, my Brethren, 

| who are in the Miniſtry, will endeavour to fol- 
low the Work you are engag'd in. Remem- 
ber the Crown that is at the End of the Race, 
and let not the Difficultys that you do or may 
meet with cauſe you to decline your Service; 
but let us ſtrive to finiſh our Miniſtry with 
- Joy and Comfort, knowing aſſuredly that our Ch.1 5. 58. 
1 Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, 
n (3.) To conclude, let me perſuade you all 
8 that hear me this Day, to conſider what hath 
[9 
2 
r 


been ſaid, and let it take place in your Minds. 
I ama Stranger to moſt of your Perſons, but 
I am particularly ſo to your States and Condi- 
tions. However, I would deſire that you who 
can experience that God by his Spirit hath been 


- at work on your Souls, and that you enjoy a 
u well-· grounded Hope of future Happineſs; that | 
A you, I ſay, would endeavour to walk worthy of Eph. 4. 1. 
r your Vocation. Keep cloſe to God in his Ways, 
it and then you may always depend on him for 
F Protection here, and eternal Salvation here- 
0 after. Eq 
m And you who have not yet clos'd with the 
Divine Call, nor made your Peace with God, 
y Sirs, conſider the Shortneſs of your Time, the 
at Greatneſs of the Work that you have to do, 
iy |. and the Neceſſity there is of its being done; 
i- for without Holineſs we can never be happy. 
is Mark the Perfe Man, ſays the Pſalmiſt, and PC. 37. 35. 
Id behold the Upright, for the End of that Man is 
he Peace. Strive therefore to enter in at the ſtrait Luke 13. 
n- Gate. Be perſuaded to liſt your ſelves under 34: 
i- . the Banner of Chriſt, that ſo when you have 


»d fought the good Fight, and finiſh'd your Courſe, 
you 


* 
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au may be able to ſay, Henceforth is laid up 
2. me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the Righteous Fudg will give unto me at that Day; 
and not unto me only, but unto all them that love 
bis Appearing. 
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Whatſoever thy Hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy Might ; for there is no 
Work, nor Device, nor Knowledg, 
nor Wiſdom in the Grave, whither thou 


goeſt. 
and in the Earth, having by a 
Stroke of Death remov'd one of 
our Fellow-Creatures, and a Fellow-Chriſtian 
alſo from us into Eternity, and by the ſame 
Providential Stroke having given us an Op- 
portunity to meet together; it becomes us as 
Men, 


HE Eternal and Omnipotent God, 
who is the only Ruler in Heaven 
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Men, much more as Chriſtians, to attend the 
Solemnity cf ſuch a Time with all due Seriouſ- 
neſs, liſtning to the Voice of the Rod, and 
eying the Hand by which it is exercis'd, By | 
this means we ſhall experience that Good which 
God deligns us in every State; and hereby alſo 
ſhall we ſee the Divine Hand exercis'd in the 
removing our — 11 and Friends from us: 
and by this we ſhall be wrought on to examine 
our ſelves, to ſearch into our Lives, and ſee 
how fit we are for a Stroke of Death; and (6 
mall we be awaken'd and prevail'd on to fol- 
low the Advice in our Text, And whatſoever 
our Hand ſhall find to do, we ſhall do it with all 
our Mig bt. 825 

This is the Advice which the wiſe King Solo- 
mon gives us, who in this Chapter ſnews us, 
that we cannot make a right judgment of the 
Certainty of the Divine Favour by the Enjoy- 
ments of this Life, which are altogether vain 
and uncertain. The unfathomable Traces of 
infinite Wiſdom, in the Courſe of Providence, 
are not to be ſearch'd out by weak Mortals. 

However, there is this one thing ſo certain, 
and evidently plain and true, which the Living 
know, and that/ is, that they muſt die. From 
theſe Premiſes the Preacher draws this Con- 
cluſion, That a Man ought to live ſoberly, and 
freely to enjoy the Bleſſings that God gives 
him in this Life; Let thy Garment be always 
white, and let thy Head want no Ointment, Theſe 
are the plain Characters of Innocency and Joy, 
that a Man ſhould be of a good Converſation, 
and bear a pleaſant Countenance; and not 
think that Religion conſiſts in a melancholy A ſ- 
pect, and a continual Mourning. But we muſt 
remember, that he whoſe Garment is white (i.e. 

M1 whoſe 
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whoſe Life is agreeable to the Divine Rule) 
may anoint bis Head with Oil. He may be 
chearful and pleaſant, and ſhew a graceful 
Mein, and commendable Air and Decency in 
his Religious as well as Civil Deportment in 


the World. | 


The next Concluſion the Kingly preacher 
comes to, is this, viz, Seeing the Works of 


Providence are dark and intricate, and this on- 


ly is certain, that the Living know they muſt die; 
then, * he, Whatſoever thy Hand finds to do, 
tio it with thy Migbt; for there is no Work, nor 
Device, nor Knowledg in the Grave, whither thou 
art going. | 
And being thns brought to my Text, I ſhall 
from thence take notice of theſe two Heads, 


I. Here is a Duty enjoin'd, Whatſoever thy 
Hand finds to do, do it with thy Might. 

II. A Reaſon given us to induce us to the 
PraQice of this Duty; and this is taken 
from theſe two Conſiderations : (1.) From 
the Certainty of Death, We are going to 
the Grave, and that very ſwiftly. . (2.) In 
the Grave we ſhall be under an utter In- 
capacity to do any thing for God or for 
our ſelves ; There is no Work, &c. 


Theſe two Heads I ſhall ſpeak to with all the 
Plainneſs and Brevity I can. 


I. Here is a Duty enjoin'd, What ſoever thy 
Hand finds to do, do it, &c. In ſpeaking to 
this, I ſhall conſider theſe two things. 

Firſt, The Duty that is enjoin'd, with the 
Extent thereof, viz. Doing what ſoc ver our Hand 
findeth to do, 


Secondly, 


#U Sov 4 U FTA 


Secondly, The Manner how we are to per- 
form this Duty, With all our Might. 
; . Firſt, I ſhall conſider the Duty, with the Ex- 
tent of ir, And here we muſt obſerve, that 
the word Whatſoever is to be underſtood in a 
limited ſenſe ; and therefore when the Wiſe» 
man directs us to do whatſoever we find to do, 
we muſt underſtand our being oblig'd to do 
thoſe things only that are agreeable to the 
Divine Rule, ſuch as are correſponding with 


1 tet. 2. ai. the Precepts and Example of our great Maſter, 


and do comport with the Honour of God, 
and havea Tendency to promote our preſent 


Peace and future Hapoineſs. 


Our bleſſed Lord aſſures us, we are his 


John 15- Friends, if we do whatſoever he commandeth 


14. 


us. And St. Paul gives us a very plain Account 
of this, when he ſays to the Philippians, Finally, 


Phil. 4+ 8. Brethren, whatſoever things are true, whatſoever 


things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, what - 
ſoe ver things are pure, whatſoever things are love- 
ly, whatſoever things are of good Report; if there 
be any Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, think 
on theſe things, 

By what hath been ſaid we may learn, that 
this word Whatſcever is not to be taken in ſuch 
a large ſenſe as will give us a liberty to ſin, 
but it muſt always be compar'd with the Rule 


pr rg. 9. Of God's Word; for, ſays holy David, Where- 


withal ſhall a young Man cleanſe bis Way ? by 
taking heed thereto according to thy Word: And re- 
ſpecting himſelf, ſays he, Then (hall I not be 
aſham'd, when I bave reſpect unto all thy Com- 

mandaments, | 
It is not to be thought that Solomon, by this 
way of ſpeaking (in our Text) is inclining to 
give Perſons a liberty to gratify their own 
| | Luſts, 
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Luſts, to live as they pleaſe; no more than 
when the Apoſtle bids us Proue all things, 1 Theſſ. 3. 
that we are to think he intends to give us a 21. 
liberty to practiſe thoſe things which are a- 
gainſt the Divine Honour, and our Happineſs. 
We have a liberty from God only to do ſuch | 
things as agree with the Lam and the Teſtimony 3 If. 8. 20 
and if we walk not according to this Rule, it 7 
| is becauſe there is no Light in us, 
Thus in the general we may ſee what is in- 
tended by the doing whatſoever we find to 
, do. But that we may be the better inform'd 
in our Duty, and ſo the more capable to per- 
5 form the ſame, I ſhall conſider this Matter in 
1 the following Particulars : ; 
. 1. We are oblig'd to do whatſoever our Hand 
7 ſhall find to do; i. e. which God requires, tho 
r it ſeem very hard and difficult for us to do. 
- Not that there are any real Hardſhips in Reli- 
- gion; tho by reaſon of our Corruptions we 
e are ready to ſay of our Chriſtian Duty, as the 
k ' Diſciples of our Lord did of his ſpiritual Doc- | 
trine, This is an hard Saying, who can hear it ? John 6.60, 


it Yet notwithſtanding we are thus apt to com- 

h plain, it's an undoubted Truth, That W:ſ- prov. 3. 13. 
* dow's Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her 
le Paths are Peace. 

C- The Spirit of God aſſures us, that the Ways 1 Joh. 3. 3. 
by of the Lord are not grievous, but pleaſant 3 

e- and therefore tho the Task allotted us may 

be ſeem heavy and burdenſom in the Performance 

m- of it, yet to do all we can for God is but our 

8 reaſonable Seruice. The greateſt Difficultys will Rom. 12. 1. 
11S eaſily be ſurmounted by the Soul that is willing | 
to to follow Jeſus, and the Exerciſe of Faith will 

n ſoon make every Duty light and eaſy ; there- 


ſts, fore ſays our Lord to his Diſciples, If ye have 
| | D Faith 


—_— a>. = as re 
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Ich. 15. 5. 
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Mat. 17. 
20. 


Ch. 18.8, 9. 
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Faith as a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed, ye ſhall ſay 
unto this Mountain, Remove bence to yonder place, 
and it ſhall remove; and nothing ſhall be impoſſi- 
ble unto you, 

"Tis true, that ſome of the Chriſtian Dutys 
which we are oblig'd to the practice of, ſeem 
very hard at the firit appearance; as when 
we are requir'd to cut off a Right Hand, to 
pluck out the Right Eye, &c. and to take up 
our Croſs daily to follow Chriſt : Theſe things 
at firſt view ſeem to look difficult ; but then 
we ſhould conſider, 


(1.) That the reaſon why we myſt exerciſe 


ſo much Severity, is, becauſe theſe things when 
indulg'd are of a deſtructive nature : If thy 
Right Hand offend thee, cut it off, &c. Now no 
Man will think it unreaſonable to part with a 
Joint to ſecure a Limb, or to part with a Limb 
to preſerve the whole Body: whatever there- 
fore tends to our hurt and damage, when im- 


brac'd, we ſhould be ready to part with for 


2Cor. 12.9 


our Security, notwithſtanding it may ſeem 
hard and difficult ſo to do. 


(2.) The ſeeming Hardſhip of any Duty is 


eaſily remov'd, by conſidering the Strength 
that is promis'd to us in the performance there- 
of. Were it not for this, we might deſpair of 
ever doing what is requir'd of us; for we can 


do all things only thro Chriſt that ſtrengthens 


us, but of our ſelves without Chriſt we can do 
nothing. To remove vicious Habits, and fix 
our ſelves in the Practice of Virtue, are Tasks 
too laborious for the natural Man. It is Grace 
only that can be ſufficient for us in this Work; 


and therefore the Author to the Hebrews ſays, 


ge. 13. o. 
* 


It is a good thing that the Heart be eſtabliſh'd with 
Grace, This will make us able to do whatſo- 
ever 
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ever is requir'd, tho hard and difficult to Fleſh 


and Blood. 


(3.) The Reward promis'd to the Godly is 


| ſufficient to ſupport us, and carry as thro all 


the hard Tasks which we may or can meet with 

in this Life. The ſevereſt Duty is made plea- 

ſant and eaſy, when we remember the Prize 

that is ſet before us : This was what encou- 

rag'd Moſes to undertake and go on in the x 
Work of God; for, ſays the Apoſtle, By Faith Heb. 11. 
Moſes, when he was come to years, refus'd to be 24255 26. 
calPd the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter; chuſing ra- 

ther to ſuffer Affliction with the People of God, 

than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon : 
Eſteeming the Reproaches of Chriſt greater Riches 

than the Treaſures of Egypt; for he had reſpect 

_ the Recompence of Reward. But I ſhall pro- 

ceed. 

2. We ſhould do whatſoever we find com- 

manded, tho it prove very chargeable to us : 

We muſt not think of the Coſt, when we look 

at our Maſter's Will. It's true, before we en- 

gage in the Buſineſs of Religion, we ought to 

lit down and conſider the Coſt, leſt we ſhould meet Tube 14 
with ſomething that will prove hurtful to us; 22, 29. 
for when Temptations or Trials come on us 

at unawares, they generally find us unprepar'd, 

and fo they ſhock our Faith, and ſtop our De- 
pendance, and ſometimes cauſe us to err from 

the Divine Precept: but if we rightly conſi- 

der'd the matter, we ſhould always prefer the pr; 19. 16: 
holy Commandment before every thing that & 119.724 
we may lay out to purchaſe the ſame. 

We are commanded to buy the Truth, but we Prov. 24* 
muſt not ſell it at any rate; and when we are 2 
dealing for Truth, we ſhould not think any 
Price too great. The wiſe Merchant ſold all 

D 2 that 
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that he had, to purchaſe the Pearl of Price; ſo 
we mult be willing to part with all that we 
enjoy in this World, to get an Intereſt in Chriſt 
Jeſus : for all the Greatneſs and Grandure of 
this World will ſtand us in no ſtead, if we are 
ſtrangers to God and Chriſt ; we may have all 
that the World can give, and yet be miſerable 
at the laſt : And therefore ſays our Lord, What 
will it profit a Man to gain the whole World, and 


loſe his own Soul ? 


If we are narrow-ſpirited, and unwilling to 
part with any thing when the Lord calls us to 
do it, we ſhall be unworthy the Name of Chri- 
ſtians; and certainly if we did but conſider 
that we have nothing but what we firſt receiv'd 
from God, we ſhould be eaſily engag'd to part 
with it again for his Service, and to promote 
his Honour and Intereſt. And therefore if we 
would do whatſoever our Hands find to do, we 
muſt firſt conſult the Coſt, that we may not 
meet with a Diſappointment in the end. 

If we purchaſe Truth, we muſt part with all 
our Sins; every darling Luſt muſt be parted - 


with for our Lord, every ſweet Morſel mult be 


refus'd ; we muſt lay aſide every Weight, with 
the Sin that doth moſt eaſily beſet us, that we may 
run mib patience the Race that is ſet before us, 
Our Sins of Pleaſure and Delight, of Profit 
and advantage, however they have been e- 
ſteem'd by us, muſt be parted with, if we fol- 
low the Lamb. For if we profeſs to be the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, and yet eſpouſe any Sin, and 
lodg it in our boſoms, it will prove a Snare to 
us; for as no Man can ſerve two Maſters, ſo 
Chriſt and Sin cannot lodg together in one 
1:jeart. 


Again, 


That he accounted all things but Loſs and Dung, Phil. 3. 8. 
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Again, to purchaſe Truth we muſt part with 
all that we enjoy in this World, with all our 
Subſtance, with all our Relations, nay with our 
Lives if call'd thereto. St. Paul informs us, 


that be might win Chriſt. And he. further aſſures 
us, That for his fake he had ſuffer'd the Loſs of 
all things, And hence 'tis that our Lord fays, 
He that loveth Father or Mother more than me, is Mat. 10. 
not worthy of me; and be that loveth Son or Daugh- 37. 
ter more than me, is not worthy of me: and he 
that taketh not bis Croſs and followeth after me, is 
not worthy of me. And again he adds in St. Luke, 
That if any Man come to me, and hate not bis Fa. Luke 14. 
ther and Mother, and Wife and Children, and 26. 
Bretbren and Siſters, yea and his own Life alſo, be 
cannot be my Diſciple. 

3. To do whatſoever our Hand finds to do, is 
to do what God in his Word requires, be it 
ever ſo much. We find amongſt Men who are 
unwilling to ſerve. God, that ſome are diſ- 
pleas'd with the Precepts of Religion becauſe 
of the Nature of them, they are pure and ho- 
ly ; and others diſlike them becauſe of their 
Number: but holy David admir'd the Com- p119.95, 
mands of God, becauſe they were exceeding 
broad. And we ſhould learn by his Example 
to put a value on our Work, tho it conſſits of 
ſeveral parts. 

The Variety that we find in the Paths of 
Piety ſhould add a Beauty to them in our 
Thoughts; for as there is no Duty that can 
be eſteem'd uſeleſs or unprofitable, ſo al} the 
Services of God's Houſe have a dependance 
one on another, and have a proper tendency to 
ſtrengthen each other in the proſecution of 
them. Thus reading the Word helps Medita- 

3-3 tion, 
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tion, and Meditation helps us to pray, and 
that diſpoſes us for Hearing, and Hearing fur- 
niſhes us with Knowledg, and that adds Strength 
to our Souls, and furthers our Communion with 
God, and enables us to mortify our Corruption, 
2Cor, 7. I. and to lay aſide all Filtbineſs both of Fleſh and Spi- 
rit, and perfect Holineſs in the Fear of the Lord. 
This is what the Apoſtle calls receiving 
Joh. 1-16. Grace for Grace; that is, in the faithful diſ- 
charge of our Duty, and the exerciſe of thoſe 
Graces we enjoy, we ſhall receive a greater 
meaſure ; for unto him that bath ſhall be given; 
i. e. to him that uſeth what he hath : and thus 
Jam. 4. 6. God will give mare Grace unto the Humble, 
Hence then it will appear very reaſonable, that 
whatever God requires, we ſhould do, be it 
ever ſo much: Neither the Quality nor Quan- 
tity of Religious Exerciſes ſhould ſtop our en- 
gaging in them, | 
4. We ſhould do whatſoever we find to do, 
tho it takes us up much time in the doing there- 
of; for as we receive all our Time from God, 
ſo we ought to uſe it for his ſervice, This is 
a Talent which we muſt be accountable for, 
and therefore we are directed to redeem our 
Time; and in ſo doing, we ſhall truly anſwer 
the Truſt repos'd in us by our Heavenly Father. 
Ius matter of Lamentation, that any Per- 
ſons ſhould be eager to ſpend their time in 
Folly and Vanity, while the Service gf God 
ſhall be negle&ted becauſe they have no time to 
ſpare to attend it: tho it is certain, that the 
Buſineſs of Religion is of moſt weight and 
worth; ſo that it ought to have the prehemi- 
nence in the Diviſion of our Time, according 


as our Stations in which God has plac'd us here 
will permit of. 


Hereupon 
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Hereupon it is that we are exhorted to pray Luke 18.1. 
always, and to pray without ceaſing, and--to con- en. 12. 
tinue inſtant in Prayer; by which Expreſſions we Eph.s. 18. 
have intimated to us the Neceſſity of Perſeve- 

,Tance in our Duty, and that the Length of 
Time in which we are to labour in the Vine- 
yard will not excuſe us, if we ever be- 
come idle or negligent. Therefore we mult 
do what isrequir'd, without grudging at the 
time we ſpend in doing of ir. But | proceed. 

Secondly, I am to conſider the manner of our 
performing our Duty, in doing whatſoever our 
Hand findeth to do; and this is to be with our 
might. It's a comprehenſive Expreſſion, and 
includes the Exerciſe of all the Facultys of 


the Soul and Members of the Body ; and thus 


our Lord explains the matter to us, when he 
ſays, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all Mat. 22. 
thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy 37. 
Mind. And St. Luke repeats our Lord's words 
thus; Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all Luke 10. 
thy Htart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy 27. 
Strength, and with all thy Mind. And 'tis cer- 
tain, that when our Heart and Soul, and Strength 
and Mind are imploy'd in the Service of God, 
then we may be ſaid to do whatſoever we do with 
our might. 
Love to God, when in its full Exerciſe, 
will take poſſeſſion of the whole Man; it 
will run thro all the Facultys of our Souls, and 
it will engage the Members of the Body to act 
in conformity to the Divine Will: and there- 
fore as our Lord ſays we muſt love God with 
our Souls, ſo the Apoſtle tells us that we mult 
preſent our Bodys a living Sacrifice, boly and ac- Rom. 12.1. 
ceptable by Chriſt Jeſus. But thus much in the 
general. I ſhall now ſpeak to this Head more 
D4 parti- 
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particularly. And here we may obſerve, that 


to do our Duty with our might, doth imply 


theſe things following : 

1. That we do it with all poſſible ſpeed; for 
when the Soul is ſet on a thing, it will not « 
admit of any delay ; the matter will appear too 
ſacred to be trifled with : Says David, When [ 

Pſ.119+59» thought on my ways, Iturn'd my feet unto thy Teſti- 
monys ; I made baſt, and delay d not to keep thy 
Commandments. We frequently ſay that De- 
lays are dangerous; and if they are ſo in tem- 
poral, much more will they prove fo in ſpiri- 
tual things. The Chriſtian Life is therefore 
compar'd to a Race, to ſhew us what ſpeed we 
ought to make in a matter of ſo much moment. 

The Work we have to do is very great, and 
the Time in which we are to do it is ſhort ; 
and if we are hearty in the Undertaking, we 
ſhall be as ſpeedy as poſſible in our Performan- 
ce: : for to complement God and our own Souls, 
is not the way to be happy here or hereafter. 
Be not deceiv'd, Sirs, God will not be mock d; 
fair Promiſes will not carry us to Heaven: 
we muſt perform the Vow to God; and in 
this we ſhould exerciſe Speed as well as Faith- 
fulneſs. We ſhould make as much haſte in this 
Work as the People did to meet Chriſt ; for 
when he and his Diſciples were retiring to 
a deſert place, they ran a-foot thither out 
of all Citys, 2nd they ran faſter than our Lord 
and his Diiciples ſail'd. And thus Zaccheus ran 
before the Croud, and climb'd into a Tree, 
that he might havea view of Jeſus : And here 
we may truly ſay with the Poet; 


Well leapt Zaccheus, twas a Leap well given, 


From Earth to th' Tree, and from the Tree to 
Heaven. | 2, Jo. 
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2. Todo what is our Duty with our Afght, 
implies our doing it with ſutable Vigour as well 
as Speed. Thus, like St. Paul, we ſhould for- 
get all worldly things, and preſs towards the Phil. 3. 1g, 
Mark for the Prize of the high Calling of God in 14+ 
Chriſt Jeſus. And the ſame Apoſtle tells the 
Saints at Rome, that they muſt not be /othful in Rom. 12. 
Buſineſs, but fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, 11. 

We are ready to ſhow too much Zeal in 
minding our Secular Affairs, but in Divine 
Things we appear cold and indifferent, when 
indeed there is nothing ſo deſerving our utmoſt 
Vigour as the Salvation of our Souls. And we 
may juſtly admire to ſee Men carefully buſy 
themſelves about earthly things, while the 
Kingdom of God and the Righteouſneſs there- Mat. 6.33. 
of (which they ought firſt to ſeek) is by them 
neglected : tho our Lord directs us not to la- . 
bour for the Meat that periſheth, but for that john 6. 25. 
which endureth to eternal Life. This is the 
only good thing that we can ſeek after, and it's 
juſt that we ſhould be zealouſly affected therein; Gal. 4. 18; 
and in ſo doing we ſhall anſwer the end of our 
Lord in his coming into the World, for he came 
to purchaſe unto himſelf a peculiar People zealous Tit.2. 14. 
of Good Works And without being zealous, we 
cannot be ſaid to do our Duty with our Might, 

3. All our Services muſt be perform'd with a 
ſutable Affection; for when the Dutys of Re- 
ligion are only obſerv'd in Form and Cuſtom, 
or from a Spirit of Fear and Slavery, all ſuch 
Performances are baſe and unprofitable. Love 
makes our Obedience chearful, ready, and 
laſting; and when we love the Lord with all our 
Hearts, then we ſhall ſerve him with all our Mind 
and Strength, | 


Love 


Pi. 119.97. 


IIa. 40. 31. 


Phil. 1. 23. 
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Love will make us delight to do the Will of 
God 3 but where this is wanting, there may 
be the Form of Godlineſs, but not the Power. 
O how I love thy Law ! (ſays the Pſalmiſt) tis my 
Meditation all the day long. 

It is the want of this Grace, that makes fo 
many lukewarm, idle, and cowardly Profeſſors, 
who oftentimes grow faint and weary, and 
ſometimes turn quite away from their Lord, 
and walk no more with him. And on the 
contrary, the Soul that loveth much will ſick 
at nothing to follow Chriſt; and as no Moun- 
tains cloud his Faith, ſo no Difficultys are too 
great for his Affections: Theſe will run with- 
out wearineſs, and walk without fainting in 
the ways of God. 

4. To do what our hand finds to do with our 
might, does imply our doing of it with ſutable 
and agreeable Deſires to accompliſh the great 
Work of obtaining eternal Salvation, thro 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord : This made St. Paul ſay, 
I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a deſire to 
depart, and to be with Chriſt, which is far better. 


And it is ſaid of the Worthys of old, that 


Heb.11.16 they deſir d a better Country, even an heavenly 


one. Holy Aſaph, in his Addreſſes to the Al- 


Pl. 73-24, mighty, ſays, Thou ſhalt guide me with thy Coun- 


25. 


ſel, and afterward receive me to Glory. And the 
reaſon of this is, becauſe I bave none in Hea- 
ven but thee, nor is there any on Earth that I de- 
fire beſides thee. Thus 1 have conſider'd the 


Duty enjoin'd, I ſhall now proceed to the next 
General Head. . ES 


11. We have the Reaſon given for to induce 
us to our Duty, as before-mention'd; and 
that is, Becauſe we are going to the Grave 

an 
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and when we are there, we ſhall be utterly un. 
capable to ſerve God or our ſelves, 


Jn ſpeaking to this Head, I ſhall, 

Firſt, ſay ſomething concerning our going to 
the Grave. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew the Incapacity we ſhall 
then be in to make any proviſion for Eternity, and 
the Reaſonableneſs of improving the preſent Time. 

Thirdly, I ſhall make the Uſe of the whole, 

Firſt, lam to ſay ſomething concerning our 
going to the Grave : And here we may take no- 
tice of two things; | 

1. That Death is certain, The Living know | 
they muſt die: And holy Job ſays, That the Jobz0. 23. 
Grave is the Houſe of all living, And St, Paul 
aſſures us, that it is appointed unto all Men once Heb. 9.27. 
to die; for as Sin enter d into the World, ſo Death Rom. 5. 12. 
came by Sin, and bath paſt on all Men, in the 
Sentence of it. | 

Death is a univerſal Conqueror, and hath 
reigwd from Adam to Moſes, from Moſes to the 
Prophets, and from them to Chriſt ; and he {till 
continu® his Dominion, It was Sin, we ſee, 
that call'd it from its firſt Nothing, and gave 
it a univerſal Empire; ſo that no Age, nor 
Sex, nor Station in the World can keep us 
from his Strokes. 

One would think that a State of Infancy 
ſhould be a ſufficient Guard from ſuch a Foe, 
and that the tender Mother might be allow'd 
to rejoice with that which coſt her ſo dear to 
bring into the World, But alas ! Death knows 
no Face, nor doth he regard our Age, or whe- 
ther we are rich or poor, feeble or ſtrong ; he 
takes the Babe from the Breaſt, as well as the 
Youth, or the full Age and hoary Head. And 


this 
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this ſbews us, that Death is ſo interwoven 
with our Natures, that Man and Mortality are 
become inſeparable Companions. 

s The greateſt Meaſures of Piety can give no 
diſcharge in this War, nor can Wickedneſs 
ſave thoſe who are exercis'd therein : The no- 
bleſt, the wiſeſt, and beſt of Men have under- 
gone and muſt undergo this Change ; for tho 

Prov-10-2 Folomon tells us, that Righteouſneſs delivers from 
Death, yet this can only be underſtood of the 


Fear of Death, or the Sting of it, and not 


from Death it ſelf: for your Fathers where are 
Tech. 1:5. they, and the Prophets do they live for ever ? 
2. As we certainly are going to the Grave, 


ſo we paſs very ſwiftly. Our Days are com- 


par*d with things of the ſhorteſt ſtay and 
| ſwifteſt motion: Man that is born of a Woman 
Job 14. 1. is of few days; be cometh up like a Flower, and is 
| cut.down no ſooner” come up, but he is re- 
mov'd. Our Time paſſes away ſwiftly, as the 
Eagle towards her Prey, or as the ſwift Ships 
on the Sea. 
We are hardly perſuaded at any. time to 
think on this, Truth, and are therefofe apt to 
have our Minds too much engag'd with the 


things of this Life; but what ſays St. James? 


Jaw.4. 13, Goto now, ye that ſay to day or to Morrow we will 
14. go into ſuch a City, and continue there a Year, and 
buy and ſell, and get gain; whereas ye know not 
what ſhall be on the morrow : For what is your 
Life? is even a Vapour that appeareth for a 

little time, and then vaniſheth away. 
Homer compares the Life of Man to the 
Leaves of a Tree, which at moſt endure but a 
Summer Seaſon. Euripides judg'd that too 


much, and therefore he ſaid that Human Feli- 


city was to be valu'd but at the length of a 
Day. 
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Day. And another allow'd it but a Moment's 
ſpace. Tho Jacob livd an bundred and thirty Gen, 47.9. 
Tears, yet he ſays that his Days were few and 
evil. And how ſhould it be otherwiſe, ſince 
the Prophet ſays that our Breath is in our Noſ- IIa. 2. 25. 
trils 2 therefore well might it be ſaid, A Fleſh ch. 4. 6. 
is Graſs, and all the Goodneſs thereof is as the 
Flower of the Field; the Graſs witbereth, the Flower 
fadeth, becauſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon 
it :' Surely the People is Graſs! - 
Now, who is it that will not from hence con- 
clude the Swiftneſs of our Paſſage thro this 
World? And if it be certain that we muſt go, 
and alſo that we go ſwiftly, then ſurely there 
is great reaſon for our being good Husbands 
of that ſmall Portion of Time that we enjoy ; 
for the Time paſt we cannot recal, and Time 
to come we can no way aſlure our ſelves of: 
it muſt be the preſent Time then which we 
ſhould and muſt uſe, if we mean to be happy. 
How injurious muſt it be to us, to waſte 
theſe golden Sands, and ſquander our precious 
Minutes in the indulging our carnal Inclina- 
tions, and ſerving Sin and Satan, What a 
cutting Saying was it to him who had much 
Goods laid up for many years; Thou Fool, this Luke 12. 
night ſhall thy Soul be requir'd of thee, Rich Men 20. 
are loth to be thought Fools, neither indeed 
are they ſo becauſe of their Wealth; but this 
ſhows that he who only cares and drudges to 
get abundance of this World, is the greateſt 
Fool in nature, becauſe he ſpends all his Time 
_—_— TO this way, and fo loſes his own 
Soul. | 
Let ns then confider what we have to dv, 
and do it with all the ſpeed we can, ſince our 
Time is ſhort, and the Judg ſtarids at the door; 


and 


— / „ 


= Jy ww wi Nnvv 


* 


— 


62 A Sermon preach'd on the Death 
and we know not at what Hour the good Man 
of the Honſe will come to call us to account: 
Ze ye alſo ready. | 

Secondly, I am now to conſider the Incapaci- 
ty we ſhall be under, either to ſerve God or our 

pf. 118.15. ſelves when we are in the Grave, The Dead, 
ſays the pſalmiſt to the Almighty, praiſe thee 

1fa-38.19, not; it is the Living: The Living be [hall praiſe 
thee, as I do this Pay. And that the Living 
only are capable to ſerve God, and ſecure a 
happy State to themſelves, is evident, Becauſe 
in the Grave there is no Work nor Device, &c. 

1. There is no Work there. God has not ap- 

pointed us any Service in the Grave, there 
Job 3. 17. the Wicked ceaſe from Troubling, and the Weary 
are at Reſt. And ſays the Spirit, Bleſſed are 
Rev. 14. the Dead that die in the Lord, for they reſt from 
13. their Labours. The State of Death is as Night 
to the working Man, wherein he leaves his 
Labour to repoſe his tir'd Body; and ſo Death 
is compar'd to a Sleep. | 

Again, if we had any Work to do, yet we 
could not do it. When the So hath taken its 
Flight from the Body, what is it then, but 
as a ſenſleſs dull Clod of Earth that we tread 
on? We return to Duſt when our Breath is 
gone, and what is it that the Duſt can do? 
If we are ſo fooliſh as to leave our Work to 
do till we arelaid in the Grave, we ſhall be in 

a miſerable State, 

How careful then ought we to be in doing 
our Duty, ſince nothing can be done after God 
hath requir'd our Souls? There is a great 
Work to be done before we can arrive at true 
Happineſs; and if it cannot be done in the 
Grave, then we muſt do it while we have 


time, or be eternally miſerable in the Neg- 


lect. 2. As 
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2. As there is no Work in the Grave, ſo there 


is no Device, Here the Wicked walk after 
their own Devices, but in the Grave their Devi- 


ces ceaſe. When once Death lays hold on us, 


our Contrivance is gone, and all our Forecaſt 
will be at an end. Here we project great 
things, and as it were build Caſtles in the 
Air. We propoſe to go to this and the other 
place, and buy and ſell, and get Gain; but no 
ſooner does the Vapour vaniſh, than our Project 
is Ipoibed, and our Imagination is brought to 
nought. . | 

But how diſmal will this prove to thoſe who 
have dally'd in the Affairs of their Souls? 
How many are there who put off their Pre- 
parations for Eternity, in hopes (as they think) 
that they ſhall do better another time? What 
large Promiſes do ſome make of what they 
will do when they can ſpare time? When they 
are ſettled in the World, and have little elſe 
to do, then they will look after Chriſt, Ah 
poor Wretch! that cannot ſpare a moment for 
God nor thy Soul; what will all theſe fair 
Pretences be worth when Death knocks at the 
Door? Then will you ſay, Oh that | had 
been wiſe, and clos'd with God when he call'd ! 
Oh that I had not ſtifled the Checks of Con- 
ſcience, and ſin'd againſt the Light of my own 
Mind ! Iam now going to the Grave, where 
cannot contrive how to get rid of my Sins, 
how to get an Intereſt in Chriſt, and how to 
lay hold of Eternal Life. 

Be wiſe then, Sirs, betimes; don't purchaſe 
the Experience of this Truth at fo dear a 
rate as the loſs of Body and Soul to all Eter- 
nity : remember before it is too late, there 
is no Device in the Grave. 


3. In 


63 


— — -_— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


64 


A Sermon preach'd on the Death 
3- In the Grave there is no Knowledg ;, that is, 


we ſhall not know Good -or Evil then, we 


John 17.3. 


1 John 3. 


20. 


ſhall not be able to know our ſelves, or get ac- 
quainted with God, Now it is certain that we 
muſt know our ſelves before {we can repent of 
our Sins, we muſt know God before we can be 
happy; for as St. John ſays, This is Life Eter- 
nal, to know thee the only true God, and Feſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. But when Death 
cloſeth our Eyes in Ignorance and Unbelief, it 
will be altogether impoſſible for us to gainl a- 
ny knowledg of theſe things. Who then is a 
wiſe Man amongſt us, let him redeem his time, 
that he may know him that is true, and be in him 
that is true, even in Chriſt Jeſus, who is the true 
God and Eternal Life. 75 

4. In the Grave there is no Wiſdom ;, that is, 
we ſhall be incapable to exerciſe Wiſdom, or 


Prov, 1. 7, to receive any. The Fear of the Lord is the Be- 


VSE. 


ginning of Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil is 
good Underſtanding. But in the Grave there 
will be no departing from Sin, nor practiſing 
Virtue. It is our Wiſdom therefore to re- 
deem time, ſince Death puts us out of a Ca- 
pacity to do any manner of Service for God 
or our ſelves: There is no Work, nor Device, nor 
 Knowledg, nor Wiſdom in the Grave, whitber we 
are going. Thus have I ſhewn you the Work 
enjoin'd on us, and the reaſon for our doing it: 

And now I ſhall come, 
Thirdly, To. make the Uſe of the Whole. 
And 
1. If we muſt do what we are commanded, 
and all that we are commanded to do, then 
hence we may learn the Neceſſity of ſearching 
the Scriptures, hat ſo we may come to know 
what is our Dzcy in order to our doing it: = 
the 


| the Statutes of the Lord make wiſe the Simple; Pl. 19. 7. 
and our Lord bids the Fews to ſearch the Scrip- 
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tures. And it is ſpoken by way of Commen- 
dation of the noble Bereans, that they ſearch'd Acts 19. 
the Scriptures, Theſe in a particular manner **- 
ſhew us the way of Salvation, and therefore 
we ought to make them our Study, and de- 
light to enquire in them. 

2. This Doctrine ſhews us the Folly of ſuch 
Perſons who are for dividing the Precepts of 


God, who will obey God juſt ſo far as com- 


ports with their worldly Intereſts and Humours, 
and no farther : they will not do whatſoever 


they find, but will only do what they pleaſe. 


3. This ſhews us that the Name of Religion 


is not ſufficient to make us truly happy. If we 


ſay as God ſays, but do not as he commands, 


. our Profeſſion will do us no good. It is not 


they who ſay, Lord, Lord, wbo ſhall enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but he (ſays Chriſt) Mat. 7. 21. 
who doth the Will of my Father who is in Heaven. 
And therefore ſays the Almighty to Cain, If Gen. 4. 7. 
thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? but if 
thou doſt ill, Sin lieth at thy Door. So our Lord 
ſpeaks, F ye know theſe things, happy are ye if Joh. 13. 17. 


ye do them. 


4. If Death be certain, and in the Grave we 
ſhall not be able to do any thing; then this 
ſhould engage us to conſider what we have to 
do while we have time before us, that ſo we 
may ſet about our Work with Speed and Dili- 
gence, And it is certain that we nave a great 
deal to do, whether we are Vnconverted or Con- 
verted Perſons. As to Unconverted Perſons, 
they have an Intereſt in Chriſt to get, and Hea- 
ven to ſecure : and in order to do theſe things 
they muſt, E (1.) Re- 


1 


uke 13. 
37 5* 
1 Per. 1.5. 


| Heb. 1 1.6. 


2Tor. 5. 17 


|  2Pet.1,10, 


| Ch, 3. 18. 
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(1.) Repent of their Sins: This is a Duty ſo 
frequently inculcated, and earneſtly repeated 
and preſs'd on us, that we are aſſur'd by our 
Lord, except we repent we ſhall periſh. 

(2.) They muſt exerciſe Faith in Chriſt ; for 
we are kept by the Power of God thro Faith unto 
Salvation. Without Faith we cannot pleaſe God; 
and therefore they who come to him muſt believe 
= he is a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 

im. 
(3.) Their Lives muſt be reform'd : If any 


Man be in Chriſt, be muſt be a new Creature; he 


muſt put off the old Man with his Deeds, and 
forſake every evil way. 


(4.) They muſt enter on the Practice of Vir- 
This is call'd a putting on the new Man, 


tne, 


and a being renew'd in our Minds and Lives 
too; for the righteous Lord loveth Righteouſ- 
neſs, and his Countenance beholds the Up- 
right. ; 

And now as to ſach who are truly converted 
and turn'd to God, they have their Work to do 
alſo : For, 

(r.) They muſt ſtrive to enter in at the 
ſtrait Gate, and ſo they muſt endeavour to 
make their Calling and Election ſure. 

(2.) They muſt exerciſe holy Diligence to 
improve in ſpiritual things, that they may 
grow in Grace, and in the Knowledg of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, | 

(3.) They muſt add Perſeverance to Dili- 


gence 3 for it's only ſuch who hold to the end 


ſhall be ſav?d. And therefore they muſt look 


to the Divine Command, they muſt depend on 
the Promiſes of God, and be Followers of thoſe 
who thro Faith and Patience inherited the Fes 
And 


miles. 


. of Mrs, Elizabeth Bocket. 

And here we ſhould remember the Example 
ff our deceas'd Siſter, who, as I am informed, 
aithfully follow'd her Lord and Maſter. Her 
alk with God was as became one that truly 
loy'd and fear'd his Name: Her Faith in Chriſt 
vas truly fix'd, for on him ſhe depended for 
Salvation, and thro his Merits ſhe had Hope in 
her Death. 

O let us ſtrive to imitate her, and all others 
who walk after the Example of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus! Do you, who are the Relations of our 
Friend, remember how Providence ſtrives to 
awaken you, by the death of four Perſons from | 
amongſt you in leſs than a Month's time. Sure- Pf. 39. 6. 
ly every Man walketh in a vain ſhow, 


To conclude: Let us all learn to number our 
Days, that we may apply our Hearts to Wiſ- 
dom. You may ſee from the Word of God, 
and theſe frequent Inſtances of Mortality, how 
reaſonable it is, That whatſoever our Hand findeth 
to do, we ſhould do it with all our might ; for there 
is no Work, nor Device, nor Knowledg, nor Wiſ- 
dom in the Grave, whither we are going. 


F-1- N- 4: $. 
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There will ſheedily be Publiſhed, 


HE Riches of Divine Grace manifeſted, in 
the accepting of great Sinners upon their 
return to him: Being two Sermons on Iſa. 1. 18, 
preach'd at Winſlow in Bucks, by Joſ. Jenkins, | 
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